Alphabet Soup: Commonly Used Acronyms
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APHL – Association of Public Health Laboratories
APEX –PH - The Assessment Protocol for Excellence in Public Health

APHA –American Public Health Association
ASTHO (as-tō) – the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
CHA – Community Health Assessment
C/SHIP – Community/ State Health Implementation Plan
ES/EPHS – Essential Services/Essential Public Health Services
LHD/SHD - local health department/state health department ("a" for agency is sometimes used instead of “d” for department

LPHSA – Local Public Health System Assessment.   One of four assessments in the MAPP process (see below).  The NPHPSP local instrument is used to conduct the LPHSA.
MAPP (map) – Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships.  The NPHPSP local instrument is one of four assessments included in the MAPP process.
MLC – Multi-State Learning Collaborative

NACCHO (nāchō) – National Association of County and City Health Officials
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NALBOH (nal-bō) – National Association of Local Boards of Health


NCEH – National Center for Environmental Health
NEHA (nē-hä) – National Environmental Health Association
NIHB – National Indian Health Board 

NNPHI – National Network of Public Health Institutes

NPHII (niffy) – National Public Health Improvement Initiative


NPHPSP – National Public Health Performance Standards Program.  
Also frequently referred to as “the Performance Standards”
OSTLTS – Office of State, Territorial, Local, and Tribal Support (at the CDC)
PHAB (fab) –Public Health Accreditation Board
PHF – Public Health Foundation

PHS/LPHS/SPHS – Public Health System/Local Public Health System/State Public Health System
PI – Performance Improvement
QI – Quality Improvement[image: image3.jpg]And suddenly there it was, the perfect
opening for Tommy's novel, lying at the
‘bottom of his bowl of Alphabet Soup.
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