MEDICARE MAKES DRUG CARD ENROLLMENT EASIER WITH A STANDARD FORM

CMS Public Affairs Office April 17, 2004

Mark B. McClellan, administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, announced a new step to help Medicare beneficiaries enroll in the Medicare drug card program.

Medicare will issue a standard enrollment form that will be accepted by all Medicare Approved Discount card programs. Kentucky has 30 cards at this time. This standard form will make it easier for community-based organizations, health professionals, and consumer groups to assist beneficiaries with the enrollment process.

"The Discount Drug Card is an important step in the implementation of the Medicare Modernization Act and an important benefit for seniors. Making it easier to enroll and receive the benefit is another example of our commitment to helping seniors lower their drug costs, " said Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy G. Thompson.

CMS will soon provide a standard enrollment form for the Medicare-approved drug discount card program for use by State Health Insurance Assistance Programs (SHIPs), and other partners and organizations that assist beneficiaries with their health care decisions. Kentucky's SHIP, located in the Office of Aging Services, can be reached by calling 1-877-293-7447.

The standard form will be made available on www.medicare.gov, and by a variety of other means, and will include instructions for its use as well as access to the information needed to complete it.

Approved card programs will still be able to print their own enrollment forms but now, in addition to accepting their own personalized forms, the card sponsors will also accept the standard form, which may be used across all cards.

Low-income Beneficiaries who are signed up for MMA transitional assistance get $600 to pay for drug costs. Regulations require a beneficiary or authorized representative to sign an enrollment form in order to apply for the $600 credit. This signature ensures that the information the government is receiving is correct and that the $600 is distributed to those truly qualified for it.

