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INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLANS

Students with development delays or other disabilities may be eligible for special services that provide individualized education programs in public schools.  These services are provided free of charge to families. The passage of the updated version of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004) allows for parents to work with educators to develop a plan — the individualized education plan (IEP) — to help their child succeed in school.  To create an effective IEP, parents, teachers, nurses, other school staff and often the student must come together to look closely at the student's unique needs. The IEP describes the goals the team sets for a child during the school year, as well as any special support needed to help achieve them.¹
Common special needs include challenges with learning, communication challenges, emotional and behavioral disorders, physical disabilities, and developmental disorders.   Students with these kinds of special needs are likely to benefit from additional educational services such as different approaches to teaching, use of technology, a specifically adapted teaching area, or resource room. ²
A child who has difficulty learning and functioning and has been identified as a special needs student is the perfect candidate for an IEP.  Students struggling in school may qualify for support services, allowing them to be taught in a special way, for reasons such as:

· learning disabilities

· attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
· emotional disorders

· mental retardation

· autism
· hearing impairment
· visual impairment
· speech or language impairment
· developmental delay

The presence of a disability doesn't automatically guarantee a child will receive services. To be eligible, the disability must affect functioning at school.¹
WHAT IS A 504 PLAN and HOW DOES IT DIFFER FROM IEP?

The "504" in a "504 plan" refers to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, which specifies that no one with a disability can be excluded from participating in federally funded programs or activities, including elementary, secondary or postsecondary schooling. "Disability" in this context refers to a "physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities." This can include physical impairments; illnesses or injuries; communicable diseases; chronic conditions like asthma, allergies and diabetes; and learning problems. A 504 plan spells out the modifications and accommodations that will be needed for these students to have an opportunity perform at the same level as their peers, and might include such things as wheelchair ramps, blood sugar monitoring, an extra set of textbooks, a peanut-free lunch environment, home instruction, or a tape recorder or keyboard for taking notes.³
A 504 plan, which falls under civil-rights law, is an attempt to remove barriers and allow students with disabilities to participate freely; like the Americans with Disabilities Act, it seeks to level the playing field so that those students can safely pursue the same opportunities as everyone else. An IEP, which falls under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, is much more concerned with actually providing educational services. Students eligible for an IEP, or Individualized Education Plan, represent a small subset of all students with disabilities. They generally require more than a level playing field -- they require significant remediation and assistance, and are more likely to work on their own level at their own pace even in an inclusive classroom. Only certain classifications of disability are eligible for an IEP, and students who do not meet those classifications but still require some assistance to be able to participate fully in school would be candidates for a 504 plan.⁴
BILLING AND CODING

Local health departments (LHD) have the option to include public health nurses, to provide nursing services as part of students’ Individualized Education Plan (IEP,) in their agreement with the Board of Education (BOE).  LHD public health nursing staff time spent providing the nursing services included in the students IEP will be reported under Cost Center 748.  The BOE will be responsible for the billing of IEP services as a Medicaid Provider 21.  The BOE shall be responsible for all patient records for IEP services.  LHDs will not create or maintain a LHD medical record for services provided as part of a student’s IEP.  LHDs do not report or bill for services provided as part of a student’s IEP through the Patient Services Reporting System (PSRS).  Only actual work time (to include medical direct and indirect), spent by PH nurses providing nursing services in the students IEP, shall be reported to the 748 Cost Center.  Students, on the 504 Plan without an IEP, will be provided preventive health services the same as other students. 

Local Health Departments, as Medicaid Preventive Services providers, are listed under Medicaid Provider 20.  Preventive health services provided by LHD school health nurses shall be billed under Medicaid Provider type 20.  Boards of Education, as a Medicaid IEP provider, are listed under Medicaid Provider 21.  LHDs shall not bill for Provider 21 (IEP) services through Preventive (20) Medicaid.  

LHDs interested in providing preventive health services and/or IEP nursing services at schools shall enter into written agreements with the BOE.  Contracts should be clear, concise, and indicate if public health nurses will be contracted to provide nursing services included in students’ IEP.  Whether or not the school chooses to be a Medicaid Provider 21, the school is responsible for covering IEP services provided at no cost to the student.  LHDs should determine the cost for the public health nurse’s time for providing the IEP nursing services as part of the contracted agreement.  The negotiated amount paid by the school to the LHD for the IEP services shall be allocated in the 748 Cost Center.  Additional contracted amounts paid by the BOE to cover the public health nurse’s salary for preventive health services should be allocated in the 800 (Pediatric) Cost Center.
LHD nurses may provide preventive health services to students with IEPs ONLY if these services are not part of the students’ IEP.  Nursing services provided as part of the student’s IEP should be documented on the student’s IEP record maintained by the school.  The IEP services shall not be documented in a LHD patient chart, nor are they to be reported through the Patient Services Reporting System (PSRS).  
If a preventive health service is provided that is not a part of the student’s IEP, the public health nurse shall report the service on a LHD maintained patient chart and through PSRS on a patient encounter form.  An IEP nursing service and a preventive health service may be reported on the same day, but they must be significant, separately identifiable different services.  Other health services provided at schools, such as hearing, vision, and scoliosis screenings are required by regulation and are offered free to grade level/age appropriate students.  These services are considered routine school mass screenings and shall not be reported through the LHD patient services reporting system.
CONFIDENTIALITY

Whether the health records are covered under FERPA or HIPAA would be determined by the type of service provided and who is reporting/billing the services.  Schools shall maintain a student health record and bill (if they choose) for students’ IEP services.  The services are covered under FERPA.  LHDs that provide preventive health services at schools and report/bill through PSRS shall maintain separate patient health records and abide by HIPAA rules.  
For any questions regarding school health contracts, please contact Sandi Clark at (502) 564-2154, ext. 3862 or e-mail at SandiK.Clark@ky.gov or Tammy Page at (502) 564-6663, ext. 3259 or e-mail at Tammy.Page@ky.gov  

For any questions regarding the billing/coding of these services, please contact the Local Health Help-desk at (502) 564-6663, option 5 or e-mail at LocalHealth.HelpDesk@ky.gov
 1   http://kidshealth.org/parent/growth/learning/iep.html
2    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_education
3    http://specialchildren.about.com/od/504s/f/504faq1.htm
4    http://specialchildren.about.com/od/504s/f/504faq2.htm
      http://www2.ed.gov/parents/needs/speced/iepguide/index.html
      http://www.cms.gov/MedicaidBudgetExpendSystem/
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Cost Center 748 will be titled IEP Student School Contract and will be defined as the following:


This cost center is to be used for the public health school nurses to code their time when performing nursing services for Individual Education Plan (IEP) students.  These nursing services shall be based on a contractual agreement with the school board.


Revenue received from the school board contracts to perform nursing services for IEP students should also be recorded in this cost center.
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