
GI Illness Outbreak Template 
for Non Foodborne, Foodborne and Water Borne Conditions 
That Need Entry into NORS

Recommended format in a Word Document:

1. Summary (main points: Who, What, When, Where)
1. Background (type of establishment, events that lead up to investigation, how first reported, steps taken to confirm existence, who participated as ERRT team members)
1. Methods (procedures, not findings)
1. Epidemiologic (case definition, type of study (if done), how enrolled, describe interview techniques)
1. Environmental  (kind of investigation done, trace back, physical inspection, etc)
1. Lab and Clinical (type of tests, how many, where tested)
1. Results (findings in tables, graphs, figures, or text, not procedures)
3. Epidemiologic (attack rates, symptoms, incubation period, stat significance, relationships among cases, epi curve, etc…)
3. Environmental (results of inspections and trace backs)
3. Lab and Clinical (results of tests)
1. Discussion (review all aspects and conclude)
1. Recommendations (educate, what to change for next time, how to prevent in future…)
1. Acknowledgements (thank those that assisted or cooperated)
1. Supporting Documentation (copy of environmental inspection, lab results, line list, blank survey, menu, facility layouts, etc…)
1. Final report summary to include; body of report (I.-VII.) need not be longer than 2-3 pages usually, final case definition and epi curve.  For examples see chapter 4 of the KY Waterborne/Foodborne Investigation Manual.  No names in emailed reports unless password protected. Send the write-up to the designated state staff.
1. Final documentation may also require entering data in to NORS using the KYID # assigned the outbreak. 
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