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February §, 2002

The Honorable Donalel S Clark
Secrotary

Federal Trade Commssaon

G Pennsylvasia Avenoe, NW
Wadnngton, D 20530

Re Request for Advisory Opimion
Dearr Secretary Clark

LS, Smokeless Tobacoo Company ("USSTCT), a subsidury of UST Ing, ("UST™),
requeests that the Commussion, pursuant 1o sechion 1.1 of its Rules of Practice, 1ssue an advisory
opinon regarding the acceptabality of comrmumicating i advertising that smokeless tobacco
products are considerad 1o be a ignificantly reduced nisk aliemative as compared 10 cagaratie
smoking. Such achon by the Commussion would address an ssue of sigmlicant public interest 1o
adult wbacco consumers, USSTC, and other smakeless iobaceo manufaciurers

For diecades, the public health commumty in the United States has asserted that cigaretie
sanoking 15 the most deadly epademic of modem times. For almost as long, the message of the

“...itis USSTC'’s position that smokeless tobacco
has not been shown to be a cause of any human
disease.”
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“... the views of Swedish Match on ... Swedish snus ...
Swedish snus does not increase the risk of dysplastic
changes and is not a risk factor for oral or gastric
cancer.”

Sous and harm reduction stratcgies
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