Prescription Drug Relief in Henderson County 
By Judy Jenkins   
(Adapted from an article in the March 18th Henderson Gleaner) 
Henderson County has taken advantage of a program that is helping senior citizens afford their prescription medications. The program, administered by Sara Raber, has been around for a number of years but was little utilized in this vicinity until 18 months ago. 
In this state, it's known as the Kentucky Prescription Drug Assistance Program, though Raber chooses to call it by a simpler name: Needy Meds. Needy Meds helps low-income, uninsured or underinsured people of any age with chronic medical conditions access free or dramatically discounted prescription medications by tapping into the prescription drug assistance programs of individual pharmaceutical companies. 
The program was introduced here in August, 2001 after representatives of the local senior citizens center, The Gathering Place, attended a conference and learned about the difference it can make in the lives of the elderly and others. 
Thanks to a United Way Venture Grant, Raber was hired by the center to assist individuals with Needy Meds program applications on Tuesdays and Thursdays at The Gathering Place. That service continues, and as of last month Raber also is at the Henderson County Health Department on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to help link patients to the long-term drugs they require. 
Raber said the vast majority of the prescription drugs are free and are name brands. She said on average it takes about two months for an application to be processed by the individual's physician and the appropriate pharmaceutical company and for deliveries to begin. 
A three-month supply of the needed medicines or coupons for those medications is sent either to the office of the patient's physician or to the patient's home. A new application must be submitted every three months. Raber said two of the approximately 150 companies she deals with require a minimum surcharge of either $5 or $10 for the drugs. 
Though guidelines sometimes vary slightly for different pharmaceutical firms, in general eligibility is based on: 
- U.S. citizenship. 
- Having no form of prescription drug insurance. 
- Requiring a long-term medication. 
- Having limited financial resources. 
Those who make an appointment to see Raber at the health department (826-3951) or Gathering Place (827-2948) should bring all their prescription medications with them, and proof of income.  

