Cabinet for Health and Family Services

Emergency Support Team

JOIN TODAY!

During the Katrina emergency, our Cabinet pulled together and responded in many ways to the needs of both the people escaping the storm and those left in the affected Gulf counties.  This help included coordinating Kentucky agencies that could provide on site medical care to the affected areas; sending qualified staff to help rebuild the infrastructure; sending medicine and other medical supplies; and providing residential and medical services to those that came to Kentucky for refuge.  In the event of another national disaster, our resources need to be in place and ready.  Therefore, the Public Health Preparedness Branch in the Department for Public Health is seeking to add members to the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Emergency Support Function #8 Support Team. Team members are being sought from throughout the Cabinet to help in the event of another disaster; either natural or man-made; both here and in another part of the country.

What is the Emergency Support Function # 8 Support Team? The Emergency Support Function or "ESF" is a federal response mechanism that consolidates multiple agencies that perform similar or like functions into a single, cohesive unit to allow for better management of emergency response functions. Emergency Support Function # 8 specifically coordinates the Health and Medical response during large scale disasters and emergencies.  

Individuals selected to assist the Cabinet in this function should an emergency arise will receive training on the Federal, State and Cabinet’s response to Emergencies and Natural Disasters. The team members will also receive specialized training related to the specific tasks they will be performing when activated. Some team members will be pre-designated and trained to assist with the receipt and redistribution of life saving medical supplies distributed through the Strategic National Stockpile. We are looking for people with the following skills: Data Management (Access & Excel), Logistics (warehouse inventory pick teams) or Inventory Management, Safety, and Communications. 
What is the time commitment? Trainings and exercises will be conducted throughout the year. Most sessions will be between 2-4 hours. If there is an emergency or a natural disaster that requires a response from the Cabinet, ESF # 8 Support Team members may be asked to work weekends or extended hours.

ESF #8 Support Team members will need to get their Division Director and Supervisor’s approval to join the team and begin the training. Please fill out the attached form and have your Supervisor sign it. Indicate which one of the orientation and training sessions being held in the Health Services Auditorium you wish to attend. If you or your supervisor has any questions they can contact Richard Dugas or Robbie Hume in the Preparedness Branch at 564 - 7243. 


Name & Phone #: ___________________________________________________________
Department & Division: _______________________________________________________

Supervisor’s Name & Extension: ________________________________________________

Supervisor’s Signature: _______________________________________________________

Return signed form to Richard Dugas Mail Stop HS-2EA

