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TO:

Vaccines for Children Providers (VFC)


FROM:

Kentucky Vaccine Program (KVP)

SUBJECT:
ROTARIX® Rotavirus, Live, Oral Vaccine Availability
DATE:

October 27, 2008

In April 2008, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) licensed a new vaccine, ROTARIX® for use in infants up to 24 weeks of age.  ROTARIX® is a live, oral, vaccine.  The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted at their June 2008 meeting to recommend the inclusion of this new vaccine in the VFC program, and it is now available from KVP.  This document summarizes information about the use of ROTARIX® in the VFC program.
ROTARIX® is recommended for a vaccination series consisting of two 1-mL doses administered orally at 6 to 24 weeks of age.  There should be an interval of at least 4 weeks between the first and second doses.  Maximum age for the first dose is 14 weeks 6 days.  ROTARIX® is available in a vial of lyophilized vaccine to be reconstituted with a liquid diluent in a prefilled oral applicator. 
KVP providers may order ROTARIX® using the enclosed KVP vaccine order forms and activity worksheet revised September 2008.  Local health departments should use the “Public Vaccine Order Forms” and the private providers should use the “Private Vaccine Order Form and Activity Worksheet."
As you review this information, should you have any questions regarding the usage or administration of ROTARIX® please contact Diane Chism at (502) 564-4478 ext. 3513 or email: Diane.Chism@ky.gov.  Should you have any questions regarding ordering or distribution please contact Laura Harrod at (502) 564-4478 ext. 3855 or email: Laura.Harrod@ky.gov. 
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Enclosures:

1) Public and Private order forms & Activity Worksheet
2) Vaccine Information Statements (Rotavirus)
Cc:
William Hacker, M.D.


Steve Davis, M.D.


Kraig Humbaugh, M.D.


Robert L. Brawley, M.D.


David Miller


Diane Chism, R.N.


Margaret Stevens-Jones, R.N.


Jan Hatfield, R.N.
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