[image: image1.wmf]15.02

18.75

12.90

12.74

13.07

11.05

0

10

20

1996

1998

2000

Black

White, Other

Age-adjusted rate per

100,000 females

Cervical Cancer Incidence Rates by Race

Kentucky, 1996, 1998 and 2000


Cervical Cancer  

· Cervical cancer is ranked as the second most common type of cancer among women in the United States and the fourth most common type of cancer among women in Kentucky. 
,

· Minority populations and persons of low economic status are affected disproportionately with cervical cancer.
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Source: Kentucky Cancer Registry, 1996-2000.

· Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is the primary risk factor for cervical cancer.

· The best screening method for cervical cancer is through regular Pap tests.  The CDC recommends women begin receiving Pap screenings within three years of initial sexual activity or by the age of 21 and annually thereafter.

· Women who have never had a Pap test or who have not had one for several years have a higher-than-average risk of developing cervical cancer.

· The Kentucky Women’s Cancer Screening Program provides free cervical and breast cancer screenings for qualified, low-income women.  For more information on this program, call 800-462-6122.

Ovarian Cancer  

· Ovarian cancer is ranked as the 5th most common type of cancer among women in the United States and 13th most common cancer among women in Kentucky.
,

· Ovarian cancer is the fourth leading cause of cancer death nationally and in Kentucky. 

· The single greatest ovarian cancer risk factor is a family history of the disease.

· Ovarian cancer is very treatable when detected early, however, only 25% of cases in the United States are diagnosed in the early stages. 
 

· Ovarian cancer may be difficult to diagnose because symptoms (abdominal pain and bloating, and abnormal bleeding, to name a few) are easily confused with other diseases, and because there is no reliable, easy-to-administer screening tool.
· The “Ovarian Pap Test” is a new diagnostic test performed to detect pre-cancerous or early cancerous changes on the ovaries.  This is similar to the regular Pap test performed on the cervix.
  
· Ovarian cancer incidence varies by region with portions of Western Kentucky having the lowest statewide incidence rate and portions of Eastern Kentucky having the highest.
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Source:  Kentucky Cancer Registry

· Ovarian cancer affects both black and white women equally.
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Source: Kentucky Cancer Registry, 1996-2000.

· The University of Kentucky Ovarian Cancer Screening Program is free for qualified, low-income women.  For more information, call 800-766-8279.

Uterine Cancer

· Uterine cancer is the most common cancer of the reproductive system among women.

· Kentucky women have lower rates of uterine cancer incidence and mortality than women nationally.
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Source: Kentucky Cancer Registry, 1996-2000 and National Cancer Institute, 1996-2000.
· White women are affected disproportionately by uterine cancer, with incidence rates of 22.9 per 100,000 among white women and 15.7 among black women.

· Despite lower incidence rates of uterine cancer among black women, uterine cancer mortality rates are nearly twice as high for black women as for white women (5.7 deaths per 100,000 compared to 3.1, respectively).

· The most significant risk factor for uterine cancer is a high cumulative exposure to estrogen.

· The most common symptom of uterine cancer is abnormal bleeding or spotting, however a diagnostic test is necessary to make an accurate diagnosis.
NOTES
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