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	Monday, October 20, 2008 ----- Volume 1 Number 2

	Good morning!!!!
There is a distinctive autumn cool in the air this morning.  It reminds me of the nights when I sat in the bleachers watching my son play football.  I hope that you and your family will make pleasant memories during this wonderful time of year.
TRYING A NEW DESIGN

Thank you so much for your comments on the new design of the Monday email.  Tonya Cookendorfer, as always, has created a design that everyone seems to love.  I appreciate her help and your positive comments.  She is also saving the newsletters on the FRYSC website so that you may have access to them if you wish.

THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE
I forwarded an email from Eric Friedlander, Policy Advisor to Secretary Janie Miller, on Friday, October 6 announcing my appointment as director of the FRYSC program.  Thank you so much for your kind email responses.  I tried to respond to each of them.  So many of you extended positive wishes and I am most grateful.  I hope that I have earned your respect over the past several years and I will continue to try to do so during my tenure in this role.  There is much to do so let’s get to it!

KCHIP

The work continues toward the November 3 roll out of the mail in applications.  By now you have probably received emails about training sessions around the state.  I am attaching a copy of a letter from Dr. Steve Davis with the Department for Public Health about this information as well as a copy of the schedule.  Your Coalition representative received this information much earlier than I did.  So I am hopeful that you already have the information about the trainings scheduled across the state.  I have also copied the following for your information as well.  It is from Lisa Lee with the Department of Medicaid Services and deals with a video 
The course 'KCHIP Outreach: Mail-in Applications - Videoconference - 1015092 - October 31, 2008 ' is now available for registration on the TrainingFinder Real-time Affiliate Integrated Network (TRAIN) at https://ky.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx.  This course is scheduled for viewing from 1:30 to 3:30 pm ET/12:30 to 2:30 pm CT.  

There is much to do following the roll out of the new mail in application and I know that you are very anxious.  Please know that there is no change in the federal requirements for KCHIP.  The change to the mail in application still requires some level of verification and that is one of the major issues in the training.  I would encourage those who want to be a part of this initiative to go to the trainings, send a representative from the district to the training, or view the video conference.  I want everyone who assists families to know the requirements and not go into this application process blindly.
FALL INSTITUTE

Fall Institute is begins next Tuesday.  I hope that you are planning to attend.  This is always such a wonderful event and it is always so good to see everyone.  The Harry J. Cowherd Awards for Center Excellence is scheduled to begin at 11:45 a.m. on Wednesday, the 29th.  Secretary Janie Miller is planning of being in attendance and will be speaking briefly during that time.  The selections for the awards are complete.  This is not a contest about coordinators but rather an award for “center excellence”.  Each year we get a number of nominations from a variety of sources.  We send out information about the nomination process to centers, superintendents, district contacts as well as to others who distribute them to a variety of community partners.  Once the nominations have been received, we send a rather detailed form to each center.  It is then up to the center staff to complete and return the form.  This outlines a variety of details about the work of the center.  Once the forms are submitted, a panel reviews and scores them.  The two or three highest scoring centers receive an onsite visit and a selection is then made.  It is an involved process but one that allows us to know that centers are worthy of the award.  
SCHOOL ASSESSMENT RESULTS
The Kentucky Department of Education released the results of the spring 2008 CATS assessment a few days ago.  One of the larger state newspapers lists, as a part of their article, the top and bottom ten scores statewide for elementary, middle and high schools.  Below are the comments I penned for the division staff email that goes out each Friday.  I wanted you to know how I felt and what I shared with the RPMs.

“An alarming news articles lately was found in the Lexington newspaper recently.  It listed the ten highest and lowest scoring elementary, middle and high schools in the state.  I find that alarming in that public humiliation over a low test score does not seem to be a very positive way to improve test scores.  It is my belief that test scores should be representative of a year of work--hard work--that then culminates in a positive result.  There are mitigating factors--we are told that there are gaps--and of course, we must remember their previous teachers.  Then there are issues with parents and low kindergarten attendance and some kids only had a half day in preschool and the day care centers--well that is another story.  And let’s not forget that they were forced into this world following a nine month adventure where things were familiar, warm and somewhat dark.  And besides that....  Well you get my point.  It is easy to place the blame with everyone so that no one is responsible.  I am fully aware that we are not providing instruction but we are trying to remove barriers.  If a student does not learn because our program has failed him or her--we are to blame.  I will be sending an email to those of you who have schools in the listing of the bottom ten of each category.  I would suggest that you rally those folk to ask how they can make different interventions on behalf of kids.  Do I expect a miracle--no--but I don't expect excuses either.  Let's see if we can help.”
CLOSING THOUGHTS

I was invited to speak on Sunday, October 12th at the 200th anniversary celebration of a church in Pulaski County.  There were many old friends to see and new friends to meet.  As they reveled in their bicentennial I chose to speak of their future.  The past is just that—the past.  Not too terribly much we can do about it now, is there?  Ah, but the future…that is where our dreams lie!  What are you dreaming about for your future?  I am not overly concerned about mine but I am very concerned about the world my grandson will inherit.  What will technology be like when he is an adult?  More importantly, will we have made sufficient progress so that the dream of Martin Luther King, Jr. will be realized or will there still be the sad effects of racism and prejudice?  Will we learn to live in peace or will war still be the acceptable way to solve conflict?  Will we find a way to overcome the ill effects of poverty or will we still ignore the pleas of the hungry?  Will we have made sure that “no child” has been truly left behind or will we still hide behind a hollow rhetoric?  
I wish I knew the answers to these and many more questions that plague my early mornings while I am waiting sunrise.  The one thing I do know is that if change does not occur I have no one to blame but me.  It is too easy to blame others when I must be an agent of change—positive change.  How can I contribute to a better world??  I ask myself that question every day.  It is one I struggle with and sometimes it seems I am doing little.  Hopefully as we work together and individually we can make our little corner of the world a better place.  I hope so.
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