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OPENING REMARKS AND REVIEW OF MINUTES
Rep. Brinkman called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Dr. Lisa Ruble to accept the minutes as submitted, and seconded by Commissioner John Burt.  The motion passed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Identification/Intervention:  Report by Chairperson Dr. Thomas Pinkstaff
The last subcommittee had to cancel its meeting this month.  Members continue to review research regarding early identification and the validity of various screening tools.  The focus for the next meeting will be to make a recommendation regarding screening tool(s) to use and study research regarding ASD registries in other states.
Next meeting: January 25, 2006
Best Practices/Training: Report by Chairperson Dr. Lisa Ruble

This group continues literature reviews regarding best practices in intervention for all age groups and for service providers.  Members will review survey tools and complete a draft of the survey at the next meeting.
Next meeting: January 10, 2006  

Services/Transition: Report by Chairperson Sen. Denise Harper Angel
This subcommittee has obtained a review of all state regulations where transition is addressed.  The group discussed the development of a centralized state office for autism.  Commission members agreed that the subcommittee should pursue this as a recommendation. 
Next meeting: January 9, 2006
Funding Sources:  Report by Chairperson Rep. Brinkman

The subcommittee did not meet since the status of the 1115 waiver is not known.  The 1115 waiver does include the $500 per month autism benefit.  David Lane questioned whether the regulation is a correct interpretation of the legislation.    Rep. Brinkman will request a meeting with Secretary Mark Birdwhistell and Commissioner Turner to serve as the next subcommittee meeting.  
INTERAGENCY TRANSITION CORE TEAM
Michele Blevins from the Division of Mental Health and Substance Abuse reported on the activities of the Interagency Transition Council and provided Commission members with transition resources.  The focus age group is 14 – 21.  The Team has established regional transition teams that include education, vocational rehabilitation, and the mental health/mental retardation service system.

KELLY AUTISM CENTER, WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
Ron Wilson and Suzanne Vitale presented information about the university’s clinical education complex. Programs of study and focus include early childhood, communication disorders, acquired brain injury, family counseling services, and autism.  The six components of the Kelly Autism Center include productivity, education support, community involvement, social, leisure/recreation, and parent support.
UPDATE ON 1115 WAIVER

Deputy Commissioner Jan Howell from the Department for Medicaid Services provided this update.  The waiver was submitted to CMS on November 4, 2005.  Expected implementation date is February 1, 2006. The goal of the new waiver is to stretch resources and give consumers more choices and responsibility for their healthcare needs.  A draft of the full waiver is on the Department for Medicaid Services' web site that will be adjusted according to CMS requirements.

Medicaid is currently 25% of the state budget and has a deficit of 425 million.  This 1115 waiver addresses the long-term future solvency of the Medicaid program.  The benefit package was reviewed.  There was discussion regarding the $500 per month autism benefit modeled after private insurance.   Deputy Commissioner Howell clarified that persons with autism would still be eligible for other services under the waiver and that the $500 applied to specific services related to autism.  
NEXT MEETING

January 10, 2006

1 PM to 4 PM

100 Fair Oaks Ln, 4th floor

Frankfort
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