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COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF WATER SAMPLES 

 
Important information to review prior to the collection of water 

samples 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When investigating a waterborne illness outbreak, the collection and submission guide 
for bacteriological examination is a general guide for testing recreational water or 
private water supplies, which includes wells or cisterns. The DLS will test the water 
samples for coliforms. These are indicator organisms only, which suggest the water is 
contaminated with fecal material.   
 
When a specific pathogenic bacteria or parasite is suspected as the cause of a 
waterborne outbreak, approval should be obtained from the Environmental 
Management Branch at (502) 564-4856 and the Division of Epidemiology and Health 
Planning, Infectious Disease Branch, Reportable Disease Section at (502) 564-3261 
before collection of any water samples. Once approval is given, contact the DLS at 
(502) 564-4446 for guidelines on the collection and submission of water samples based 
on the suspected pathogen. 
 
 
 

Water collection procedures and water submission times vary per suspected 
pathogen and technique used by the Kentucky Department for Public Health 
(KDPH), Division of Laboratory Services (DLS).  For this reason, the DLS 
must be consulted before any water samples are collected 
or submitted in a waterborne illness outbreak. 
 
DLS Phone Number:  502-564-4446 
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COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF WATER SAMPLES 

Collection and Submission of Water Sample for Bacteriological 
Examination 
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COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF WATER SAMPLES 

 
Lab Form 507 
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