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	Question or Concern:

What is VX?

	


	Key Message/Fact 1:
VX is a man-made poison.
	
	Key Message/Fact 2:
VX is the most powerful “nerve agent.”
	
	Key Message/Fact 3:
It is possible to survive exposure to VX.

	
	
	
	
	

	Supporting Fact 1-1:
VX was made for chemical warfare and can last for days or months in the environment.
	
	Supporting Fact 2-1:
People who breathe VX gas can get sick within seconds. 
	
	Supporting Fact 3-1:
Avoiding VX is the best protection. 

	
	
	
	
	

	Supporting Fact 1-2:
VX is usually a yellow, oily liquid that cannot be smelled or seen.  
	
	Supporting Fact 2-2:
VX poisoning depends on how it is taken into the body, how much the body gets, and how much time the body is exposed to it.  
	
	Supporting Fact 3-2:
An antidote, given quickly after exposure, can block the effects of VX.

	
	
	
	
	

	Supporting Fact 1-3:
VX works on the body’s nerves causing people to pass out, have convulsions, become paralyzed, and stop breathing.
	
	Supporting Fact 2-3:
VX poisoning occurs when it comes in contact with skin, eyes, food products, water, or air. 
	
	Supporting Fact 3-3:
Depending on the amount of exposure, recovery is possible if medical help is sought quickly.


