Handling and Disposing of Dead Wild Birds
What should I do if I find dead wild birds on my property?
 

Highly pathogenic Asian Avian Flu H5N1 (HPAI H5N1) has not been found in North America; not in humans, not in poultry and not in wild birds. 

There is no reason at the present time to suspect a dead or sick wild bird in Kentucky has HPAI H5N1 as there are many, much more common reasons that wild birds are found dead or sick, especially in a backyard setting. A wild bird or several wild birds found sick or dead in a Kentucky backyard usually have fallen victim to one of the following: 

a. Collisions with windows 

b. Fungal infections from contaminated bird feed 

c. Ingestion of insects or plant materials contaminated with common backyard pesticides. The most common backyard toxin that kills wild birds is insecticides used to combat fleas and ticks in yards. 

d. Injuries sustained in attacks from domestic cats and domestic dogs. 

e. Injuries sustained in attacks from wild raccoons, opossums and other wild predators. 

f. Infection from one of many common bird diseases such as avian pox that are easily transmissible bird-to-bird at feeders but are not transmissible to humans. 

g. "old age" 

h. Parasite infections, including trichomoniasis, a common and often deadly infection in doves and pigeons. 

i. Electrocution from power lines and transformers. 

At this time the Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife is following its normal Avian Influenza protocol for wild bird testing. That is, they will be collecting samples from hunter harvested ducks during the waterfowl hunting season while members of the USDA/APHIS Wildlife Services will be collecting samples from live birds of interest that migrate through Kentucky.  To report any unusual deaths of waterfowl or shorebirds, contact the Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife Resources at 1-800-858-1549.
 

What is the recommended method for disposing dead wild birds that will not be submitted for testing?
If you find a dead bird in your yard and you do not want to leave it lay where it is and let natural processes take their course, you can dispose of the bird in one of two ways: either bagging it and putting it in the trash or burying it. Use these safety precautions: 

a. Avoid touching the bird with your bare hands. 

b. If possible, wear disposable protective gloves when picking up and handling. If disposable gloves are not available, a plastic bag can be used as a make-shift glove. When the dead bird has been picked up, the bag can be turned back on itself and tied. 

c. Place the dead bird in a suitable plastic bag, preferably leak proof. Care should be taken not to contaminate the outside of the bag. 

d. Tie the bag and place it in a second plastic bag. 

e. Remove gloves by turning them inside out and then place them in the second plastic bag. Tie the bag and dispose of in the normal household refuse bin 

f. Hands should then be washed thoroughly with soap and water. 

g. Alternatively, the dead bird can be buried, but not in a plastic bag. Bury the bird away from public areas and water sources. Cover the site to prevent animals from digging up the carcass. 

Why isn’t the state interested in testing one or a few dead wild birds?
 

Current knowledge of the effect of the disease on wild birds indicates that outbreaks detected in wild water bird populations will likely involve the death of a large number of these species. Surveillance of dead wild birds as an early detection measure is best accomplished by focusing on significant mortality events in wild birds as opposed to individual birds people may come upon or find on their property.
The Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife has developed an educational brochure on wild bird monitoring.  You can access the brochure here.
 

If the Asian H5N1 AI virus is found in wild birds, will there be an effort to destroy them all?
 

No.  The World Health Organization and Animal Health authorities throughout the world do not currently believe that culling wild birds is an effective means to control avian influenza.  The best way to curb the spread of the disease is to limit human contact with infected birds.
