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	Good Monday morning!!

If all goes as planned, I will be in Pennsylvania visiting with my daughter and son in law while you are reading these words.  Cheryl and I are traveling up there to visit a few days and I will return to work on Wednesday of this week.  I know that you have much to do and the activities of this new school year are keeping you incredibly busy.  So I will try to be a brief in my comments as possible.
A SAD GOODBYE
In the next few days the Central Office staff will say goodbye to Justin Delorenzo who has served as an AmeriCorps member out of this office.  He has endeared himself to all of us in his own unique and special ways.  He has been my traveling companion on more than a few trips moving supplies to flood victims in Breathitt County.  He will be going to the Kent School of Social Work at the University of Louisville and will be serving as a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) in the Shelby County area.  While we wish Justin well in his future endeavors, we shall certainly miss him.  Thanks for all the good times, Justin.
GRADUATE KENTUCKY!
STAFF NOTES

August 13th was Tonya Cookendorfer’s birthday and August 14th was Region 11 RPM Sherrie Baughn Martin’s birthday as well.  Happy birthday, ladies!!  August 16 marked Maxine Reid’s 10th anniversary with the Division serving as RPM in Region 9.  LeeAnn Gabbard, Region 5 RPM, will celebrate her birthday on Sunday, August 31.  On September 2, Mysti White (the world’s most awesome Administrative Assistant) will celebrate her 1st anniversary with the Division. Congratulations to all these wonderful people on these milestones—they make coming to work everyday so much more enjoyable!!!!
WHAT’S HAPPENING…

PRINCIPLES OF FAMILY SUPPORT

I was so pleased with the response to my remarks at the VOV conference last month.  I took as my theme the vision statement of our office—in a word—setting the national standard of excellence in the provision of school-based family support.  As I noted in my remarks, the office has not talked much about these principles in the last few years so it will be hard to tell what kind of progress we are making.  I took the charge personally to share with you some thoughts on the nine principles of family support.  Many of you are aware of these basic underlying supports of our work.  Others may not be aware at all.  As a result, each of the next nine newsletters will highlight one of the principles that should so guide our work.  Be watching for these.
CLOSING THOUGHTS

It has taken me almost 9 months to pen this article.  You may think that unusual for a wordy fellow like me.  Sometimes, however, it just takes awhile to formulate just the right words to describe one’s emotions.  I lost a dear friend the last week of January.  His passing was heartbreaking to me.  You all know has some can just come into your lives somewhat unexpectedly and somehow they capture your heart.  He was just that way.  He became one of my closest friends.  We did so many things together. 

Whatever it takes,

Michael
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