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	Good Monday morning!!

It has been almost a month since my last newsletter.  Please accept my apologies for the lengthy absence.  July was an incredibly busy month with both Victory Over Violence as well as a trip to Los Angeles to attend a conference for the Department for Behavioral Health.  And now, everyone is poised for the beginning of school.  Where does the time go??
BREAKING NEWS!!!
There are two items of breaking news.  Each of these will have a positive impact.  First, you will find a pdf file attached that I am asking that you print and send home with students.  It is an effort to get KCHIP information out to the family of every student in schools served by FRYSCs.  Your help is needed and I know that you will rise to the challenge. It is critical that we continue to get this message out to all our families.  Thanks for your help!!
The second item will apply to some of you in localized communities.  The United Way and 54 Dollar Tree stores throughout the state have partnered to collect school supplies for students whose parents are in the military.  I received an email from Dr. Kerri Ashurst with Operation: Military Kids at the University of Kentucky asking if we would be the receiving points.  I assured her that we would be honored to serve.  In the next few days, some centers in the areas where the 54 Dollar Tree stores are located will get a visit by a volunteer who will be delivering these supplies.  You will need to be certain that these supplies go to students whose parents/guardians are in the military.  Thanks for your help on this matter.

VICTORY OVER VIOLENCE CONFERENCE A HUGE SUCCESS
This year’s Victory Over Violence conference was, by all appearances, a huge success!!  I extend my personal thanks and appreciation to Katie Morris, Mysti White and the VOV Planning Committee for doing such an excellent job in putting this conference together.  While I have not seen the information from your evaluations of the conference, you may rest assured that we will work hard to address any concerns that you may have.  One of our keynote speakers, Jimmy Dyer, asked that we “do the dance”.  He forwarded me an email after the conference with the following link.  I suggest that you watch it at www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-94JhLEiN0  Thanks again to everyone for making this such a successful conference.

VACANCY AT CENTRAL OFFICE
Jennifer Williams, Division of FRYSC Training Director, has left that position.  She has worked for our office on two separate occasions in the past and I wish her well in her future endeavors.  All of the office will miss her bubbly personality.  The Training Director’s position has been posted on the Northern Kentucky Cooperative for Education Services at www.nkces.org under the heading—Job Postings.  Please check this out if you are interested.  The job posting is quite detailed so please check it closely.  I hope to be able to move on this position in the near future.
NEWS ITEMS

You will find attached a file about the Helping Overcome Tobacco funding availability. This is time sensitive information —due on August 7—so don’t delay!!
STAFF NOTES

August 2009 marks Tonya Cookendorfer’s 17th anniversary with the program in one fashion or another.  Tonya worked with REACH of Louisville and our office as well for longer than anyone on the Division staff.  Tonya is, as you all know, highly respected and a most capable individual.  Congratulations!!!!
WHAT’S HAPPENING…

Last week I was in Anaheim from Tuesday through Friday.  The older I grow the harder these trips become.  At any rate, this trip was one made because of the Division’s partnership with a new federal grant through the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities.  This grant—focusing on early childhood mental health issues—will be unfolding through some Regional Interagency Councils (RIACs) in the very near future.  I am quite intrigued by the system of care philosophy and the efforts for the development of this grant initiative. I will keep you posted.  
At our July staff meeting, held during VOV, we were able to completely plan our next New Coordinator’s Orientation which will be held September 22-24 at the Lake Cumberland State Park in Jamestown.  More information will be forthcoming in the next newsletter.

PRINCIPLES OF FAMILY SUPPORT

I was so pleased with the response to my remarks at the VOV conference last month.  I took as my theme the vision statement of our office—in a word—setting the national standard of excellence in the provision of school-based family support.  As I noted in my remarks, the office has not talked much about these principles in the last few years so it will be hard to tell what kind of progress we are making.  I took the charge personally to share with you some thoughts on the nine principles of family support.  Many of you are aware of these basic underlying supports of our work.  Others may not be aware at all.  As a result, each of the next nine newsletters will highlight one of the principles that should so guide our work.  Be watching for these.
CLOSING THOUGHTS

The times and seasons of life change.  When I was a little boy (okay, it is not THAT hard to imagine) my mother and father was active and involved young adults who were busy raising a family and making a living.  Now that they have been retired a few years, I see so many changes that I am really unprepared to face.  Their health is declining as is their ability to maneuver systems that once were as much a part of life as eating a meal.  Now, they require help with appointments and visits that, just a few years ago, my sister and I might never have known about at all.  
But this is nothing new to many of you. Some of you are facing much the same.  Sadly, no one ever prepared us for this type thing and I find it most heart wrenching to experience.  But life is what it is and we must cope with that.

I took a rare day off in July to go to Somerset to accompany my Dad on an appointment.  He needed a cane that day and I volunteered to be the cane.  He was going to a new office to talk with people he did not know about some personal issues.  I volunteered to go with him.  He had all his paperwork together—in a sealable plastic bag because it was overcast and might rain—and was visibly nervous as I drove him downtown.  We entered the building and my Dad seemed strangely lost.  We walked in the office and I made our introductions.  We were escorted in and Dad had to provide some information.  He did pretty well, only forgetting my Mother’s social security number—a number has known for all of their 58 years of marriage.  He looked at her card (yes, he brought that too) and was able to give the information.  We concluded shortly and I had said very little at all.
We walked out of the building quietly and got into my truck.  It seemed at that point that Dad finally exhaled and looked at me and said, “I don’t know what I would have done if you had not been here.”  Truthfully, I was nothing more than a cane or crutch or a stress ball—just there in case I was needed.  I wasn’t.  

I know that there will be many more situations just like this and I dread each of them.  But I am grateful that Mom and Dad are still here and do need me.  So many do not have that pleasure.  A couple of dear friends have lost parents lately and it is a crushing blow.  My heart has broken for both of them.  

Yes, the seasons of life change.

Whatever it takes,

Michael
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