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	Tuesday, May 16, 2009 ----- Volume 1 Number 16

	Good Tuesday morning!!
Yesterday was the national holiday, Memorial Day.  With the armed forces of the United States engaged in wars on two fronts, it is indeed a sobering reminder of the sadness and complexity of emotion found in this holiday.  Some of you have spouses and others have children who are serving in harm’s way.  Please know that our thoughts are with you.  

For some of you, due to recent weather concerns, it was a school day and I know that you were busy.  As we conclude this school year, please remember to get a few days away to re-energize and refocus. It is critical for those of us in the helping professions.
AMERICORPS SERVICE WEEK
Wow!!  That is all I can say.  Wow!!!  The FRYSC and SUCCESS Corps combined to host a special “Build A Bed” project in five local communities during the week of May 11.  It was simply incredible.  During the week, over 50 solid wood beds were built by volunteers and given to local children.  Most of the beds came with mattresses and sheet sets and other items.  It was a week for celebrations!!!!  The volunteers wrote messages on the slats to the children.  Some of the stories I have heard moved me to tears.  Next year, I know that the project will be even better.  I commend and salute the two corps and their directors, Angela Baldridge and Heather Musinski.  I am so grateful that they work in the office here.  They help keep me centered on what is important.
VICTORY OVER VIOLENCE CONFERENCE
July 14-16 is the date and the Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport Hotel (the old Executive West) is the place for the annual Victory Over Violence Conference.  As I mentioned earlier, Katie Morris is overseeing this for the present due to Jennifer being on leave.  The program is nearly complete and I know that you will find it to be an exciting conference.  Secretary Miller will be present at the opening session.  I know that you will want to hear from her about the work of the Cabinet and FRYSCs during these uncertain budgetary times. Over 290 have registered so far so this will be an eventful conference.  You are encouraged to attend if it is possible to do so.  I also hope that a number of our district contacts will come.  This will provide an excellent opportunity to meet the Division staff and chat with them as well as enjoying the conference.
STAFF MEETING UPDATE
The staff participated in a very meaningful and focused staff meeting last week.  On Tuesday afternoon we discussed a variety of issues about monitoring, early childhood, AmeriCorps Week and a few other topics.  Wednesday morning was given over to a very frank discussion about the possible revisiting of KERA by the legislature.  I, for one, welcome that review.  FRYSCs have made a huge impact in the lives of students, families, teachers and communities.  We also discussed the role of the advisory chair.  This position is critical to the effectiveness of the advisory council as a whole.  Much good discussion was offered and more information will be forthcoming over the next several months.  It was a really good meeting.
WHAT’S HAPPENING…
On Thursday, May 21, Justin Delorenzo (an AmeriCorps member based here in Central Office and I drove a large cargo van to Jackson to deliver goods to families affected by the recent and very devastating floods.  The FRYSCs in Breathitt County met us at LBJ Elementary School and we unloaded a van full of heater meals, toys, personal hygiene items, and other food items.  I am not really sure how all this effort began but I can tell you that the supplies can be used.  I had the opportunity to meet with one of the families impacted by the flood.  Justin and I drove some of the most adversely affected areas in the northwestern part of the county.  My heart goes out to them as well as those in Pike and Madison counties who were also affected.
This week and next will not be as heavy travel weeks as some in the past few.  On Thursday morning, May 28th, Katie and I will be at Clay Elementary in Webster County to present the Harry J. Cowherd Award for Center Excellence to the Connections FRYSC.  I am looking forward to visiting this center.  On Thursday, June 4th, I will be at the Region 11 meeting to speak for a period of time.  I will then be off for a few days for Andi’s wedding. There are a number of other meetings occurring during these two weeks but I won’t bore you with all of them.

A NOTE FROM JOAN HOWARD

FRYSC Staff and Directors:  I appreciate all your kindnesses during these past two months.  I would not have made it without your support.  I am grateful for the remembrances, flowers, cards, emails, calls, thoughts and prayers.  They have been most helpful during this difficult time.  Since Cliff was a teacher and school administrator, he always appreciated attending meetings and conferences with me.  My thanks for making him feel welcome.  You are a wonderful group of people and I am honored to work with the FRYSC program. 
Thank you,
Joan Howard

CLOSING THOUGHTS

Yesterday was very much a “mental health’ day for me.  I sat on the deck in the early morning sun and read the newspaper—a treat only known on some Saturdays. Then I went to the nursery and picked out the flowers for the front porch and the deck—yes, it is a bit late, but I wasn’t the only one there.  Arriving back home, I changed and planted the flowers and worked in my garden spot as well.  Cheryl approved of the flowers I brought—I did not tell her that some of them were on sale!  During the early afternoon the rain began to fall and I did some personal work on the internet that I had been putting off for lack of time.  In the early evening I grilled out and we ate a quiet and relaxing dinner.  It was indeed a restful day.

The relaxation was much needed.  On Friday evening, our grandson Kane, came to visit.  He stayed until Sunday and he did not sleep well either night.  There is something to be said for younger people raising children.  When you get on the far side of 50, your routines are fairly established and your ability to stay up most of the night wanes a good bit.  On Sunday I had a speaking engagement in the morning and then we traveled to Somerset to take Kane back to his parents—parents whose eyes betrayed the fact that they had slept in that morning.  Yes, I was jealous because that was not the case for us.  
I also enjoyed the time yesterday because these past few months have been intensely busy.  I have had to delegate meetings to others, sometimes almost with reckless abandon.  Some many people and projects want a piece of time that the amounts that I can give get smaller and smaller.  It is the same with you, I know. 
So now the gears change.  There is something planned every night this week and the weekend as well. I have been told that I have to buy a new suit and a new tie and, oh yes, shoes as well.  Heaven forbid that I attend a wedding and be comfortable.  I cannot tell you how much I am looking forward to shopping for clothes—if only they would sell them at the hardware store!  Next week is a blur and then my daughter’s wedding is on Saturday.  My plan, at this moment is to spend Monday, June 8 trying to recuperate.  I will let you know how it goes.   
Whatever it takes,

Michael
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