Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS)

Office of Administrative & Technology Services (OATS) Standards

Category: 2000 Software Domain

2705 – HTML Authoring and Web Publishing
Definition: 
As per COT #2705:

Web authoring software creates HyperText Markup Language (HTML) documents for publishing on the World Wide Web.  HTML is a subset of the Standard Generalized Markup Language (SGML) standard and the document format used on the web. It is considered a "presentation language," rather than a programming language. It is a non-proprietary format based upon SGML, and can be created and processed by a wide range of tools, from simple plain text editors to sophisticated authoring tools. Full-featured HTML authoring software assists in building web pages and managing links, images and update functions.
This standard is intended to address static sites maintained by agency staff. This standard is not meant to cover web applications.

Approved Standards: All Web documents will be written in either HTML or XHTML.  

Approved Product(s):
Authoring

· Adobe Dreamweaver 8.0
· Microsoft SharePoint Designer 2007

Publishing

· Microsoft Office SharePoint Services 2007
· Microsoft Internet Information Server 6.0

Validation

AccVerify 10 or above should be used to validate and test web pages for ADA compliance based on W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Priority 1.

Historical Products: (Used ONLY for EXISTING Maintenance Applications)

For reference purposes only: the below list of previously approved versions are no longer approved.

Authoring

· Macromedia Dreamweaver 4.0

· Microsoft FrontPage 2000/2002
Publishing

· MS Site Server (HTML Content Management)
· IIS 4.0 (Web Server)
Validation

· “Bobby” ADA Compliance Tool from Cast.org

Justification/Comments:

Using the technologies above will help ensure the cabinet’s Web presence is published with proper code that is accessible to most users.
Technical and Implementation Considerations:

As per COT #2705:

HTML is a very dynamic software environment and many functions are unstable.  Agencies should consider web-authoring software that integrates well with existing desktop software applications and does not implement proprietary features used by a specific browser.   HTML 4.0 is the current recommendation from the W3C, but agencies are reminded to assess the impact of presenting new features, elements and attributes to citizens using older versions of browsers.
Emerging Trends and Architectural Directions:

As per COT #2705:

HTML authoring products are becoming more tightly integrated with the Microsoft Office suite product (Category 2500) to provide easy conversion from the office formats to the final HTML output.
Review Cycle: Annual

Timeline:

Revision Date: 6/3/2008
Review Date: 6/3/2008
Effective Date: 7/1/1997
Cross References

· COT Standard #2705 – HTML Authoring and Web Publishing
· CHFS Standard #022.007 Web Page Authoring and Publishing–
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