

The Capitol Annex, Room 154
Frankfort, Kentucky

Meeting No. 6
April 24, 2007
Panel Members in Attendance: 

CHFS Secretary Mark D. Birdwhistell, Chair

State Representative Tom Burch

Mr. David Cozart, LexLinc

Undersecretary Tom Emberton, Jr.

Michelle Sanborn, Children’s Alliance

Dr. Terry Singer, U of L School of Social Work

Patrick Yewell, Administrative Office of the Courts

State Representative Susan Westrom

Members Absent:

Dr. Terry Brooks, KY Youth Advocates

State Senator Julie Denton

Dr. Kay Hoffman, UK College of Social Work

Judy Lambeth, Maryhurst

Kent Ostrander, Family Foundation of KY

State Representative Darryl Owens

Sky Tanghe, Jefferson County DCBS

Secretary Birdwhistell called the meeting to order and asked the Panel members to introduce themselves for the audience.  The minutes from the February 8, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved.  
2007 Session Overview & Discussion

Secretary Birdwhistell stated the panel’s work prior to the 2007 legislative session produced two bills, SB 141 sponsored by Senator Denton and HB 199 sponsored by Representative Burch.  The bills focused on the provision of additional training for judges and attorneys working in the child welfare system, additional education for birth parents on the potential consequences and the appointment of legal counsel earlier in the process.  The other issue to be addressed during the session was a revised fee schedule for GALs and court appointed counsel.  Secretary Birdwhistell stated that although the legislation did not pass during the 2007 session, considerable awareness of the issues was achieved and progress was made in discussions with legislative leadership.  
Secretary Birdwhistell stated he has challenged cabinet staff to review internal policies and procedures and internal practices to determine what changes can be made within the existing statutory provisions, to provide additional training for front line staff, to develop a checklist for judges to reference during proceedings and the development of a pamphlet for parents that explains their rights, the process and potential consequences.

The Secretary indicated that the Panel needed to begin its work to prepare for the 2008 General Assembly by building on the knowledge gained over the last several months, developing a strategy to educate members of the General Assembly to gain their support and reviewing the issues in-depth.
Representative Westrom stated that one of the topics that the Panel needs to consider in its deliberations is opening records related to child welfare cases and requested additional individuals be appointed to the workgroups to assist the Panel members.
Representative Burch requested that the Panel start its review with the two pieces of legislation that were filed in the 2007 session.

Workgroup Structure & Objectives
A list of proposed workgroups was distributed to Panel members for review.  The Secretary stated that the three workgroups were designed based on the issues discussed by the Panel.  Proposed workgroups and objectives: Transparency – address issues surrounding opening juvenile proceedings to the public; Guardian ad Litem/Court Appointed Counsel – fee structure and process; and Policy – review existing policies, the provision of additional supports for birth parents and the development of a voluntary paternity registry.
Rep. Westrom questioned who would be participating on the workgroups.  Secretary Birdwhistell responded that subject matter experts would participate in the workgroup discussions to aid the Panel in the development of its recommendations and to broaden the scope of input.
Rep. Westrom questioned whether the resolution she sponsored during the 2007 related to the Cabinet’s Office of the Ombudsman passed.  Secretary Birdwhistell indicated that the resolution passed both houses and was signed by the Governor.  Rep. Westrom stated the resolution requires the Ombudsman’s Office to investigate when a social worker receives a certain number of complaints and requested the Ombudsman’s Office testify before the Panel at one of its future meetings.

An audience member requested that Panel members be provided with copies of five reports: the Other Kentucky Lottery, the APA report on Adoptions, the LRC Report on Foster Care and the OIG summary of the Hardin County investigation and the testimony provided at the Panel’s January 2007 public forum.  

Secretary Birdwhistell indicated that the Policy Workgroup could review these reports and identify any commonalities to begin their deliberations.

David Cozart requested birth parents, legislators, educators, cabinet staff and various other community partners have representation on the workgroups.   Mr. Cozart also questioned how the workgroup meetings would be facilitated and concrete deadlines.
Patrick Yewell requested the KY Bar Association be invited to participate on the GAL/CAC workgroup.  Stated the workgroup should review the report issued in 1998 by the Commission on Guardian ad Litems as part of its deliberations.
After discussion, it was determined that a non-cabinet staff person should lead/chair the workgroup with cabinet staff assigned to facilitate the administrative needs of the groups.

Summit on Children Announcement

Chief Justice Joseph E. Lambert addressed the Panel to announce the KY Summit on Children on August 27-29, 2007 in Louisville.  The Summit is designed to bring together as many parties as possible to educate decision makers about the pressing issues in the child welfare system and to explore solutions for providing a comprehensive system of care for children.  The KY Summit will cover the following topics: 1) fast-tracking of adoptions vs. children lingering in foster care; 2) administrative procedures to help mitigate child maltreatment and juvenile delinquency; 3) the confinement of juvenile status offenders; 4) professional development for GALs; 5) substance abuse epidemic and its negative effect on the courts; 6) how truancy effects the future of children; 7) increasing collaboration at the local and state levels; 8) understanding cultural diversity and how it effects our decision making; and 9) enhancing leadership opportunities for our youth.
Following the Summit, nine regional meetings will be held between October 2007 and March 2008 to gain feedback and support from local communities on how to improve the court system and implement changes that need to be made in particular localities.  Upon completion of the regional meetings, policy makers will gather in April 2008 to complete recommendations and updates to administrative procedures for final approval by Chief Justice Lambert.

Secretary Birdwhistell applauded Chief Justice and AOC staff for their efforts and continuing leadership.
Secretary Birdwhistell announced the Panel’s next meeting had been scheduled for Tuesday, June 26th.
Adjournment

