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OPENING REMARKS AND REVIEW OF MINUTES
Rep. Brinkman called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Dr. Tom Pinkstaff to accept the minutes as submitted, and seconded by Commissioner John Burt.  The motion passed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Identification/Intervention:  Report by Chairperson Dr. Thomas Pinkstaff
The subcommittee is meeting later this month.  The focus for the next meeting will be to make a recommendation regarding screening tool(s) to use and study research regarding ASD registries in other states.
Next meeting: January 25, 2006
Best Practices/Training: Report by Chairperson Dr. Lisa Ruble

The subcommittee met today, prior to the Commission meeting.  Prior to the meeting, members reviewed several survey instruments and began development and adaptation for the survey for the autism provider community.  A draft of the survey will be sent out to all Commission members prior to the next meeting to review and offer input on the survey.  

Next meeting: February 28, 2006  

Services/Transition: Report by Linda McAuliffe
This subcommittee is meeting next month to explore further the possibility of developing of a centralized state office for autism.  Also, members will discuss and recommend questions for the survey.
Next meeting: February 10, 2006
Funding Sources:  Report by Chairperson Rep. Brinkman

Rep. Brinkman requested further information on how other states are funding their autism programs or state plans if they have one.  The subcommittee will meet again when this information has been compiled.    
KENTUCKY SELF-ADVOCATES FOR FREEDOM
Jeff Keilson presented on the Kentucky Self-Advocates for Freedom, a non-profit corporation incorporated in 2003.  The group was started by and is led by persons with disabilities.  The mission of the organization is to coordinate self-advocacy and decision-making by people with disabilities across the state.  The founders saw a need for a self-advocacy group to support each other to work for more and better supports and services and self-determination.  There are now seven local groups across the state with more in development.  Mr. Keilson noted that there are several individuals with autism who are part of the groups.  He also reported on their grant from Protection and Advocacy to provide self-advocacy training to individuals and providers across the state.
MASSACHUSETTS AUTISM PROGRAMS
Jeff Keilson also presented information on autism programs in the state of Massachusetts.  There are several regional Autism Alliances that are state funded and provide supports, resources, and education for families and children with autism.  With a movement towards self-determination and more innovative service delivery, the state passes legislation to establish an Autism Spectrum Division that has approximately $2 million in funding.
MERCURY TOXICITY
Dr. Boyd Haley presented information on his article: “Hypothesis:  Thimerasol in Mandated Vaccinations was the Major Etiological Agent in the Recent Increase in Autism and Attention Deficit/Hyperactive Disorder. “  He presented using PowerPoint and discussed his research in this area. 
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