Pets and Avian Influenza
 

Can pets get avian influenza?
 

Yes. In some places where the Asian H5N1 avian influenza has occurred, cats and other mammals have become sick and died after eating infected birds.  There have been no documented cases of the Asian H5N1 AI virus infecting dogs.  Pet owners should  see their veterinarians to evaluate any sick animal’s condition and to provide treatment.
 

Can my pets get vaccinated against avian influenza?
 

No. 
 

My pet had contact with a dead wild bird - can my pet be tested?
 

Routine testing of pets for avian influenza is not necessary and currently unavailable. If you have concerns about your pet's health, it is best to contact your veterinarian.
 

Can my pet give me avian influenza?
 

There have been no confirmed cases of avian influenza transmission between humans and pets. 
 

Can I get avian influenza from my neighbor's birds and animals?
 

No. Avian influenza is primarily a disease among birds and rarely spreads to other animals and humans.  The people who became ill with the Asian H5N1 avian influenza had  direct contact with infected chickens or domestic ducks. The Asian H5N1 avian influence virus has not been found in the USA or in Kentucky.
