August 30, 2005

Health and Medical Partners,

       The Public Health representative at the State Emergency Operations Center has been asked to begin to gather information regarding potential volunteers willing to deploy to Mississippi, Louisiana, or Alabama. Due to the overwhelming amount of damage in some areas, State Emergency Management Agencies are still unable to gain access to assess damage. Therefore, these states are still unsure of their needs. 
       The Public Health Preparedness Branch at the Kentucky Department for Public Health is asking your association to poll its members for volunteers. Volunteers will fall into two broad groups: those who are available immediately, with 24 hours of notification, and those who will be available as relief. Minimum deployment is one week. Potential volunteers should consider the following:

· Typical deployments are two plus weeks.
· Living and working conditions may vary drastically and may only provide minimal protection from the elements. 
· Most of the impacted areas will be without electricity, air conditioning and other creature comforts. 
· Work will be long and stressful days. 
· Volunteers should be in good physical condition and be able to work in the hot and humid environment of the gulf coast region.

       Those persons wishing to volunteer that are members of or have received training through the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) should directly contact their local MRC director. Those persons wishing to volunteer that are Red Cross Certified should contact the American Red Cross at 800-696-3873. 
       For all other volunteers, please fill out the volunteer information form located on the Kentucky Department for Public Health’s Preparedness Branch Hurricane Katrina Web site (http://chfs.ky.gov/katrina.htm). Please be patient and submit your information only once! We are provided with daily updates on volunteers needed and you will be contacted when the need arises for your medical specialty.

       Thank you for taking the time to assist in this effort.
Kraig E. Humbaugh, M.D., M.P.H.

Director, Division of Epidemiology and Health Planning

Kentucky Department for Public Health
