
Tobacco Definitions 
 
Aneurysm – localized blood filled dilatation of a blood vessel caused by a disease or 
weakening of the vessel’s wall 
 
Atherogenesis – origination and formation of fatty deposits in arteries 
 
Atherosclerosis – deposits of plaques containing cholesterol and lipids in the innermost 
layers of arteries 
 
Cardiovascular disease – disease of the heart or blood vessels 
 
CO – colorless, odorless highly poisonous gas 
 
Coronary heart disease – a heart disease due to an abnormality of the arteries that supply 
blood and oxygen to the heart 
 
Malignant hypertension – severe hypertension that runs a rapid course and damages inner 
linings of the blood vessels and the heart, spleen, kidneys and brain; most lethal form of 
hypertension 
 
Nicotine – a colorless, poisonous alkaloid derivative from the tobacco plant.  Substance 
in tobacco to which smokers can become addicted 
 
Nephrosclerosis – kidney disease associated with hypertension – sclerosis of the renal 
arterioles reduce blood flow that can lead to kidney failure and heart failure 
 
Sclerosis – a thickening or hardening of an artery 
 
Subarachnoid hemorrhage – bleeding occurring between the middle and inner most layers 
(pia mater) covering the brain  
    


