Hunting and Avian Influenza
Are pheasants susceptible to avian influenza?
 

To date, pen-raised or wild pheasants have not been implicated in avian influenza outbreaks in the United States, although they are susceptible and could potentially play a role in disease transmission.
 

Should pheasant hunters be concerned about birds they harvest this fall?
 

No.  Pheasants encountered by hunters are commercially raised in large outdoor flight pens. These facilities are enclosed with netting that typically excludes interaction with migratory waterfowl or other water birds most likely to carry HPAI.  Hunters should always use standard precautions (see below) when field dressing and preparing game for consumption.
  
Should waterfowl or turkey hunters be concerned?  What precautions should they take when handling dead ducks and geese?
 

The following suggestions are common sense precautions that hunters should follow when hunting:
· Do not handle birds that are obviously sick or birds found dead.
· Keep your game birds cool, clean, and dry.
· Do not eat, drink, or smoke while cleaning your birds.
· Use rubber gloves when cleaning game.
· Wash your hands with soap and water or alcohol wipes after dressing birds.
· Clean all tools and surfaces immediately afterward; use hot soapy water, then disinfect with a 10% chlorine bleach solution.
· Cook game meat thoroughly (165°F) to kill disease organisms.
Should I be concerned with taking my dog hunting?
 

There have been no documented cases of the Asian H5N1 AI virus infecting dogs. Dog owners  should seek veterinary care for any health concerns about their pets
