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Commander Patricia Pettis is an active duty Commissioned Corps Officer in the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS).  She is assigned to the Department of Health and Human Services Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (HHS/ASPR) in Atlanta, Georgia where she currently serves as a Regional Emergency Coordinator working with HHS Region IV (KY, TN, GA, FL, NC, SC, AL and MS) on all matters concerning Emergency Support Function (ESF) 8:  Public Health and Medical Services.  CDR Pettis works primarily with Kentucky and Georgia.
CDR Pettis is a member of the USPHS Nurse Professional Advisory Committee’s Readiness and Response Sub-committee and serves as HHS Region IV’s  Liaison to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Coordinating Office of Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response, working closely with their preparedness and response programs.  She also serves in a voluntary role as Senior Advisor and Instructor to the Harvard School of Public Health’s Center for Public Health Preparedness.
CDR Pettis has spent most of her 25 year nursing career in the U. S. Air Force and Air National Guard in a variety of clinical leadership and emergency responder positions before transferring to the USPHS in 2002.   Since 2002,  she has served as a CDC Consultant for the Division of Strategic National Stockpile to HHS Region I and more recently,  as the National Cities Readiness Initiative Coordinator for CDC before her transfer to HHS/ASPR in June 2007.  
CDR Pettis received her Baccalaureate of Nursing Degree at Nazareth College in 1981 and her Masters of Science Degree in Ambulatory Pediatrics from Boston College in 1990.   She is a board certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner and lives in Acworth, GA with her husband and five children.  
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