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CCSHCN Foster Care Support

The CCSHCN Foster Care Support
program is a collaboration between the
Kentucky Commission for Children with
Special Health Care Needs (CCSHCN) and
the Kentucky Department of Community
Based Services (DCBS). The goal is to
provide medical and health-care
expertise for children involved with the
child welfare system. Our foster care
support programs strive to ensure
immediate, ongoing, and preventative
health care for these vulnerable children
and highlight the common goals of
providing programs and services that

support children and their families.

CCSHCN is proud to work with DCBS to
support the healthcare needs of children
in foster care or at risk for out-of-home

care.

Medically Complex Foster
Care Program

In the Medically Complex Foster Care
program, licensed registered nurses from
CCSHCN serve as consultants to foster
parents and the assigned social service
worker of any child determined to be

“medically complex.”

Joint monthly home visits are made by the
DCBS social service worker and the assigned
CCSHCN nurse. The nurse assists the social
service worker and the family with identified
medical issues; provides education,
counseling and support; coordinates care
with the child’s primary care provider; and

serves as an advocate for the child.

“Medically complex” children have chronic
illnesses or medical conditions that may
become unstable and change abruptly,
and/or require specialized services and
support. In coordination with social

service workers and the other members of
the child’s Medically Complex service team,
CCSHCN nurses coordinate the development
and ongoing evaluation of the child’s
Individual Health Plan and support the

maintenance of the Medical Passport.

Foster Care Support Program

The Foster Care Support Program has full-
time CCSHCN nurse consultants in each of
the nine DCBS service regions across the
state. Nurse consultants are available to all
DCBS social service workers at any time for
matters concerning children in, or at risk of,
out of home placement, not just those

determined to be “medically complex.”

CCSHCN Nurse Consultants can provide:

e Consultation to social service workers,
foster care and biological families on
medical issues;

e Interpretation of medical reports and
records;

e Education to families and social service
workers on medical issues;

e Assurance of updated health histories
and assistance with access to primary
care physicians;

e Enhanced care coordination of all
services to include physical, dental and
behavioral health services; and

e Tracking of the utilization of all health
services including prevention and
wellness programs.



