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MEMORANDUM

TO:

All Local Health Departments Directors and Nurse Leaders
FROM:
Rosie Miklavcic, RN MPH 



Chief Nursing Officer and Director of Administration & Financial Management



Ruth Ann Shepherd, MD, FAAP


Director, Division of Maternal and Child Health


DATE: 
December 15, 2010


SUBJECT:
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Guidance
On behalf of the Kentucky Department for Public Health (KDPH), the Division of Maternal and Child Health (MCH) and the Division of Administration and Financial Management (AFM) have collaborated to provide an IEP guidance document for all local health departments who wish to participate with their local school systems to deliver Individualized Education Plan (IEP) nursing services at school sites. This information is to clarify and address the guidance from the Department of Medicaid services to DPH regarding their requirement that IEP services be billed only through the schools (provider type 21) and not through the Public Health Preventative Services agreement. 
For local health departments who choose to have their school health nurses provide IEP services to the school, these services cannot be billed through the Preventative Program. Information contained in the attached document will address a designated Cost Center to use for reporting staff  time delivering IEP related services at school sites, as well as information on special needs that may make a student a candidate for IEP, 504 Plans and how they differ from IEP, related coding and billing issues, and confidentiality.  A “Frequently Asked Questions” document will be made available to address additional questions LHDs may have regarding IEP related services.  Both documents will be located on the AFM Local Health Operations Branch webpage at http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/info/lhd/lhob.htm
In order to assist health departments in managing their school health services, which include nursing time that is not billable, additional information will be available soon regarding a designated Cost Center that may be used for reporting LHD nursing time for services not reportable through the Patient Encounter Reporting System; such as, mass screenings (hearing, vision, scoliosis), asked to attend school field trips, etc.  
While it is too late for current year contracts, we recommend that in future contracts with the school districts, the local health department’s role in IEP services be specifically spelled out.  Sample language will be provided for both options i.e., the LHD that chooses for their school nurse to not provide IEP services, and the LHD school nurse who will provide IEP services, but requires assistance from the schools in order to provide these services in a manner consistent with the billing guidance from Medicaid. (such as identifying to the LHD school nurse which children have an IEP, or making the LHD school nurse part of the IEP team)  If the LHD does provide the IEP services, the mechanism for the schools to pay the LHD for these services should be specified.   For contract questions related to billing, contact Tammy Page at (502) 564-6663, ext. 3259 or e-mail at Tammy.Page@ky.gov. For any other questions regarding school health services or school health contracts, please contact Sandi Clark at (502) 564-2154, ext. 3862 or e-mail at SandiK.Clark@ky.gov .    

For any questions regarding the billing/coding of these services, please contact the Local Health Help-desk at (502) 564-6663, option 5 or e-mail at LocalHealth.HelpDesk@ky.gov
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