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                                                                                                       January 29, 2010
Children will get the services they need…
Families will get the supports they need…

First Steps will be within budget…

Reminder:  Child Development Training Hours

Providers please note in Contract Form 5A, you are responsible for the following requirements…

(19) Agree to complete all required training prescribed by the Cabinet, including but not limited to the following:

a. training on at least one (1) Cabinet-approved criterion referenced assessment instrument completed on or before September 30, 2008, unless documentation or preservice or inservice training on at least one (1) Cabinet-approved criterion referenced assessment instrument is submitted with this signed Agreement;
b. First Steps data system training completed according to a Cabinet-defined schedule; and
c. a minimum of three (3) clock hours of training specific to typical early childhood development on or before June 30, 2010. 

[image: image2]POE Update: Debbie McKenzie, Big Sandy District Child Evaluation Specialist
The Big Sandy region continues to make progress toward meeting our CAP benchmarks. We have been released from Indicator 8 (Transition) of our CAP.  We anticipate release from the CAP in its entirety in the very near future. We anticipate 100% compliance for Indicator 1 following data review and submission. Thanks to all the First Steps providers in our area for making this happen!

The Big Sandy DEIC continues to meet every other month.  We have had the privilege of welcoming guest speakers to our last three meetings who shared updated information on their agency’s activities, funding, and status of services in our area.  Guest speakers included: Melinda Atkins and Amanda Hamm from Visually Impaired Preschool Services; Rhonda Logsden from Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network; and Paula Carby from the Heuser Hearing Institute.

We have also enjoyed a new collaboration with Vicki Dyer, RN, from the Commission for Children with Special Healthcare Needs in Prestonsburg. Through a joint effort between the CCSHN and DCBS, Vicki serves as one of the nurse consultants available for children who are currently in foster care in Kentucky and who are determined to be medically fragile. We have enjoyed Vicki’s participation in a recent IFSP meeting for a child receiving First Steps services and meeting criteria for the medically fragile program.  We are excited to have this resource available for the foster families and First Steps providers in our region.

Save the Date!
The 6th Annual Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capitol will be February 18, 2010.  For more information please visit http://www.kyyouth.org/Advocacy/cad.htm
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Family Voice
ONE FAMILY’S STORY…
My name is Connie Coovert.  My husband Dave and I live in Lexington and are the proud parents of a daughter and son. When our son was about 18 months old we began to worry because he still was not saying any words and did not appear to understand a lot of what we said to him.  By the time he was two there wasn’t much change so we began looking for help and that’s when we found First Steps.

First Steps staff helped us to get the services our son needed.  Speech and occupational therapies along with Developmental Intervention became a part of our day-to-day routine. Of course I was hoping for a quick solution to our problems, but usually solutions take time.  As it turned out, our son made great progress.  Today he is a college freshman majoring in music performance and plays both guitar and viola.  I believe his accomplishments are due, in part, to the early intervention services he received through First Steps.  

Becoming involved with First Steps also gave me the opportunity to be in contact with other parents.  It was great to find out that I was not the only other Mom in the world with a child like our son.  I decided then that I wanted to help other families to find information and network with one another.  I was given the chance to work as a Parent Consultant for the First Steps program.  My job is to provide training and information to service providers, parents, legislators and the general public.

Connie Coovert, Parent Consultant                                                                                     

Coordinator Update: 
Transition questions have been coming to the Lead Agency this week with a similar theme—questions about what public schools can or cannot do. 

· Districts are required to identify children according to the categories of educational disability per IDEA.  Districts identify a child by using the category that the child meets the eligibility criteria.  Developmental delay is a category of identification and is not intended to replace other, more appropriate identification categories. 

· Districts are required to document that each child has received appropriate instruction prior to referral to special education.  KDE’s position is that First Steps is a child’s first experience with organized educational experiences and is considered a part of the intervention process.  The district needs to document this and move forward with an evaluation to determine the child’s eligibility for Part B services.  
· District must have documentation that provides evidence of progress monitoring of the previous instruction (in this case, First Steps services).  Sometimes the documentation from early intervention providers does not provide the level of detail needed—it’s not specific and does not reflect systematic assessment of progress.  In those cases, districts will have to conduct instructional activities in order to gather this data. The district must include those instructional activities as part of the evaluation for eligibility in order to meet the timelines for transition.
· Children transitioning out of First Steps who are enrolled in private preschools or child care are entitled to an IEP if eligible for special education.  Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility (age 5 by October 1) are not served through private school service plans.
Newsletter Highlights…


Contract Form 5A Reminder


POE Update-Big Sandy


Save the Date-Child Advocacy Day


Resource


Family Voice


Coordinator Update











Options to meet the early childhood development training hours:


TRAIN offers an online training module  in early childhood development


Training on Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards.  Contact your local Regional Training Center (RTC).


Providers can enter previous course work in early childhood development into TRAIN for credit.  Please reference course syllabus. 








Resource


KET will feature a special examining the high rates of preterm births in Kentucky and the devastating effects.  


Born Too Soon: A KET Special Report will air Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at 9/8 p.m. CT on KET.  For more information and additional air dates please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/health/born-too-soon.htm" ��http://www.ket.org/health/born-too-soon.htm� 
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