
 
POSITION STATEMENT

 

© 2007 Association of State and Territorial Health Officials             School & Child Care Immunization          1 of 2 

School and Child Care Immunization Requirements 
 
This position statement was originally drafted and ratified by the Association of Immunization 
Managers (AIM) in May 2006. In light of the importance of school and child care immunization 
requirements and the large number of states with pending legislation during the 2007 state 
legislative session, ASTHO joins AIM in issuing this position statement. 

Position Statement 
School and child care immunization requirements are effective public health tools for increasing 
immunization coverage in children, preventing vaccine-preventable disease, and preventing 
transmission of disease in school and child care settings. However, ASTHO and AIM advocate 
the following requisites: 
 
I. School and child care immunization requirements must be used sparingly, approached 

cautiously, and considered only after an appropriate vaccine implementation period. This 
vaccine implementation period is critical to ensure that the necessary elements are in place 
to support a school/child care requirement, including 

• Coverage for the vaccine in private health insurance plans 

• Sufficient funding to purchase the vaccine through Vaccines for Children (VFC) 
program, Section 317 program, and/or state program to provide access to those not 
adequately covered by private insurance 

• Physician/provider support for the vaccine 

• Public acceptance of the vaccine 

• Stable and adequate vaccine supply 

• Addition of vaccine to immunization information systems (registries) 

• Adequate data to assure vaccine safety 

• Significant uptake in the recommended population to reduce the compliance burden 
on the school/child care system 

 
II. Vaccine mandates must be evaluated carefully, including their epidemiologic, economic, and 

ethical concerns.1 Inappropriate application of mandates risks loss of support for 
immunization programs and reversal of policy and program gains. 

III. School and child care requirements for any vaccine must be pursued through existing state 
processes. Legislators, advocates, consumer groups, manufacturers, and others interested 
in pursuing school and child care immunization requirements should first contact the state 
health agency immunization program. Most states have a process in place to add new 
vaccines to existing school requirement laws and regulations. The process is designed to 
ensure a thorough evaluation of all the relevant issues and may involve advisory committee 
review, risk/benefit analysis, public comment, input from partners and vaccine providers, and 
consideration of related information and data. 

IV. Measures to add or alter exemptions to immunization requirement laws and regulations for 
school and child care must be carefully coordinated with state immunization policy and 
goals. Most states allow religious exemptions from childhood immunization requirements, 



 
POSITION STATEMENT

 

© 2007 Association of State and Territorial Health Officials             School & Child Care Immunization          2 of 2 

and all states allow medical exemptions. Only a minority of states allow philosophic or 
personal exemptions. Opening existing law or regulations for this purpose risks having an 
effective mandate weakened, altered in an undesirable way, or even revoked entirely. 

Approval History 
ASTHO Position Statements relate to specific issues that are time sensitive, narrowly defined, 
or are a further development or interpretation of ASTHO policy. Statements are developed and 
reviewed by appropriate Policy Committees and approved by the ASTHO Executive Committee. 
Position Statements are not voted on by the full ASTHO membership. 
 
Infectious Disease Policy Committee Review and Approval on February 19, 2007. 
 
Executive Committee Review and Approval on March 16, 2007. 
 
Policy expires on March 16, 2010. 
 
For further information about this Position Statement, please contact ASTHO Infectious Disease 
Policy staff at Infectiousdisease@astho.org. For ASTHO policies and additional publications 
related to the Position Statement, please visit www.astho.org. 

Other Resources 
Immunization Policy of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 
 
 
1 Feudtner C, Marcuse EK. Ethics and Immunization Policy: Promoting dialogue to sustain consensus. Pediatrics 
2001(107):1158-1164. 

mailto:Infectiousdisease@astho.org

	Position Statement 
	Approval History 
	Other Resources 

