Brigadier General John W. Heltzel
Director, Kentucky Division of Emergency Management
BG Heltzel has a longstanding role in public service.  He was selected to serve as the Deputy Commander of Kentucky’s Joint Force Headquarters in 2007 where he was responsible for training of the Kentucky National Guard (KYNG).  BG Heltzel accepted a full time position with KYNG in 1984 as lead officer for automation, communications, visual information and records management.

While in the Kentucky National Guard, BG Heltzel served as Battery, Battalion and Regiment Commander.  In 2006, BG Heltzel left full time duty to accept a KYNG General officer position.  He completed course work at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government and MIT where he received a Masters Level Certificate in Internal Security Studies. In 2002 General Heltzel completed studies in Advanced Information Management earning his certification as a Federal Chief Information Officer from the National Defense University at Fort McNair.  He was selected by the Army and National Guard Bureau in 2001 as one of two Officers to attend Tufts University’s Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. 

BG Heltzel served as one of the original duty officers for the state Emergency Operation Center and was instrumental in the establishment of the Disaster and Emergency Services Operation Response Procedures Guide.

BG Heltzel received his Military Commission in the Kentucky National Guard from Eastern Kentucky University in 1979 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Broadcast Communications.  He received his Master’s from Kentucky State University in Public Affairs with an emphasis on Management Information Systems in 1988.

