KENTUCKY COMMISSION

ON

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS

August 22, 2005

100 Fair Oaks, 4th Floor

Frankfort, Kentucky

MEMBERS PRESENT

	Representative Scott Brinkman, Chair
	Representative Chuck Meade

	Secretary James W. Holsinger, Jr.
	Carrie Banahan for R. Glenn Jennings

	Commissioner Pat W. Wear II
	Gayla Hayes

	Tom Padgett for Shannon Turner
	Dr. Lisa Ruble

	Germaine O’Connell
	Dr. Thomas Pinkstaff

	Phyllis Culp for Bill Cooper
	Carla Jordan

	Linda Linville for Thomas Layzell
	Dr. Myra Beth Bundy

	Cheryl Dunn
	David Lane

	Carol Estes for Beth Smith
	Virginia Gibbs

	Trudy Abshire
	


MEMBERS ABSENT 
Senator Denise Harper-Angel
Senator Damon Thayer
Larry Taylor

OPENING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTIONS
Rep. Brinkman called the meeting to order.  Commission members and public attendees made introductions.
REVIEW OF HB296 LEGISLATION
Rep. Brinkman discussed the history and charge of the HB296 legislation.  He acknowledged the role of the Autism Spectrum Disorder Advisory Consortium (ASDAC) in the passage of the legislation.  The HB296 Commission will develop a state plan for autism by October 1, 2006.  At that time the Kentucky Council on Developmental Disabilities will monitor the implementation of the plan.
PROPOSED SUBCOMMITTEE STRUCTURE

The following proposed structure of four subcommittees was presented for review by Commission members:

· Identification/Intervention/ASD Registry

This subcommittee will focus on education and training of service providers and education regarding the identification of ASD and the creation of an ASD registry.

· Best Practices/Training of Service Providers

This subcommittee will focus on disseminating information regarding best practices in services and treatment for people with an ASD and the best way to train providers/educators accordingly.

· Services/Transition

This subcommittee will focus on identifying current status of services, recommend appropriate levels of services, and formulate proposals regarding effective transition from the education system

· Funding Sources

This subcommittee will focus on identifying current funding sources for services to people with an ASD and make recommendations regarding a Medicaid Waiver and other alternative methods of funding.  

Dr. Tena Robbins presented on the best practices initiative within the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation.  She reviewed the continuum of best practices ranging from promising practices to evidence-based practices to science-based practices and the Department’s efforts to ensure the dissemination of information and the use of best practices.  She provided research and literature reviews regarding autism.  

The subcommittees will plan to meet monthly and report to the full commission at each meeting.  Commission members may attend other subcommittees if so desired.  The Commission will seek input from the public through regional forums once subcommittees have drafted plans and recommendations.  
Commissioner Wear made a motion to accept the structure as submitted in the proposal.  Representative Chuck Meade seconded.  The motion passed.  

 AGENCY REPORTS

Prior to the staff meeting, a survey was sent to all state agencies and Community Mental Health Centers requesting information about their policies and procedures, services and supports, and funding sources regarding ASD.  Linda McAuliffe, staff to the Commission, reported on the agency reports received thus far.  Highlights include the following:

· Services are provided throughout the state using funding from Impact Plus, Supports for Community Living, Supported Living, and State General Funds.

· Agencies reported that they had similar goals for services for autism as they did for other supports they provide.

· There is a lack of trained providers for people with an ASD
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2005-2006

Subcommittees will aim to meet once a month for 2 to 4 hours depending on the progress of the each subcommittee.  The chairperson or designee will report on the subcommittees work at the each full Commission meeting. Meetings will be scheduled in Frankfort unless the committee decides differently.  Meetings will start in September.  Initial schedule is as follows:

· September 13, 2005 – Funding Sources

· September 15, 2005 – Identification/Intervention/ASD Registry

· September 18, 2005 – Best Practices/Training

· September 26, 2005 – Services/Transition   
CURRENT TRAINING INITIATIVES

Becky Grau from the Kentucky Autism Training Center reported on their statewide efforts for education and training in the school system and for parent/families. 

Commission members discussed that other states have developed or are considering the development of regional centers for training to ensure that training is accessible to families, providers, and educators statewide.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS/OTHER

Betsy Gibbs asked about efforts for public awareness and how best to educated the public about the Commission and its work.  She shared that a mother of two sons with an ASD who is traveling across the country for autism awareness will be coming through Kentucky on Sunday August 28th.   Secretary Holsinger offered to work with the Governor’s office to proclaim August 28, 2005 as Autism Awareness Day in Kentucky.  The proclamation could be presented at the Lexington Legends baseball game and a Ford dealership in Louisville. 

NEXT MEETING

October 14, 2005

10 AM to 3 PM

100 Fair Oaks Ln, 4th floor

Frankfort

