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	Good morning!!!!
 
Today is a state holiday and I am going to be spending the day with my parents, my son and daughter in law and, of course, my grandson.  This is an extra special time of celebration for us.  On January 18, 1986—23 year ago—my father was suffered two massive heart attacks.  He flatlined twice in the ER and was flown to St. Joseph’s Hospital in Lexington by helicopter.  It was touch and go for a number of days.  Dad’s heart was so severely impacted that he was unable to work again following that.  My family and I have celebrated annually since then on my Dad’s “second” birthday.
 
Today is also a day to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Dr. King is perhaps best known for his “I Have a Dream” speech delivered in Washington, D.C.  His nonviolent approach has forever changed our society and culture.  While our country has made strides toward equality for all, there is much more yet to be done.  On Tuesday of this week we will be one step closer to the realization of that dream.  President-elect Barak Obama will take the oath of office at noon on Tuesday.  He will then become America’s first African-American President.  Dr. King must surely be thrilled with some of our progress—yet disappointed with other aspects of it.  
 
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE AND SENATE APPRORIATIONS AND REVENUE COMMITTEES
 
Interim Commissioner of Education Elaine Farris and Associate Commissioner Greg Rush presented the status of education funding to the A and R committees of both chambers last week.  I attended both presentations.  FRYSCs were mentioned in both—just a passing reference in the Senate meeting but some striking questions in the House meeting.  We, therefore, do remain on the radar for both chambers and that is a good thing.  There was much discussion about the efficacy of CATS in the Senate hearing.  There will, I am sure, be many more discussions about whether the testing system remains in place.  There was little discussion on solutions to the funding issues as much as a review of what the issues are.  Rest assured that we will be listening and monitoring/attending all the sessions possible in order to stay abreast of the news regarding our funding both this year and next.
 
CONTINUATION COVERSHEETS
 
Believe it or not, you did it!!!!!  Rarely have we completely met a deadline but we did it this time.  Every continuation coversheet was received by the deadline of January 15.  Doug Holt has been inputting data and I will be reviewing that with him prior to meeting with the Secretary about decisions for FY10 funding.  Thank you all for your diligence in getting those forms in by the deadline.  It is much appreciated.
 
STAFF MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE
 
On Wednesday of this week I will be leading our first staff meeting via teleconference.  This will be a huge learning experience for all of us but, given these economic times, a prudent one nonetheless.  I am trying to be very conscious of our expenditures.  This staff meeting will give us an opportunity to experiment with this technology and see what the potential is for us to use this with other meetings and larger groupings.  I think that this will bring a solid advantage to us as we plan for future activities.  I will keep you posted on how it develops.
 
MISSION DRIVEN OR MISSION DRIFT (cont.)
 
Does it comport with our mission?  I began this section last time and want to continue on this theme.  Our mission is, and always has been, removing nonacademic barriers to learning.  That is our work.  How does this impact academic achievement and educational support?  What about getting to proficiency??  If one looks at the overall assessment of schools it is noted that it is a composite of both the CATS test and nonacademic factors (i.e. attendance, retention, drop out, successful transition to adult life).  These factors figure prominently in the success or failure of students academically.  So, again, what is our mission to be?  It is addressing nonacademic barriers to learning.  Reducing barriers and bridging gaps, which you all do so well, cannot help but have an indirect impact on student learning and the ultimate goal of student proficiency.  As we focus on the barriers and gaps we are, in effect, helping students to be more ready to learn.  Doing this ensures that some, if not all students, will improve in the academic pursuits.  While all of this is interrelated it must be borne in mind that we are about addressing nonacademic barriers and gaps to learning.  More later.
 
CLOSING THOUGHTS
 
Pondering philosophical questions and dreaming of a leisurely retirement fill my mind as I travel.  There is always much travel and listening to the rants on talk radio or the latest unintelligible song of whatever genre just doesn’t seem like a valuable usage of time.  (Whatever happened to Frank Sinatra??)  So, I think—and sometimes talk aloud.  In my ponderings I have wondered about the impact of the FRYSC initiative and how lives have been changed by it.  That is a good introduction to the events of a few days ago.
 
This past Saturday afternoon I sat in the sanctuary of a small church and witnessed the marriage of two dear and special friends.  In the quietness of the moment I thought of our friendship across time and the good and bad times that we had shared.  Life is, as we all know too well, as series of twists and turns that stretches out before us into the unknown and unseen future.  
 
My friends have experienced good and happy times as well as the bitter pain of loss.  In the years that we have been friends, both of them have lost a spouse through death.  That pain and hurt cripples the psyche and plays havoc on the heart.  Like many other things, it is something that can only be understood by experience.  Both of them have wept and hurt and have, through the support of family and friends, clawed their way back to a life of service and peace.
 
Then, years later, they began to date and subsequently decided that love is and can be a part of life after the painful loss of a spouse.  Their wedding attendants were their sons and daughters. All of their young grandchildren stood with them on stage as well.  It was a beautiful wedding and the reception was equally warm and pleasant.
 
What makes this all the more exciting is that the bride, Debbie Joseph, is the coordinator of the Carr Creek FRYSC in Knott County.  Her center won the Harry J. Cowherd Award for Center Excellence a couple of years ago.  I was her RPM when I first started with FRYSC in 1995.  The groom, Cordis Smith, is a retired coordinator of Cordia FRYSC in Knott County. I met Cordis and Debbie at the first regional meeting in the Kentucky River area that I ever attended.  
 
As Tonya Cookendorfer, Debbie Clemons and I sat and chatted with Debbie, her beaming comment was simply, “I never would have known him had it not been for the centers.”  I wish for them, and they surely deserve, all the happiness in the world!!!
 
I wonder how many more people in our world have had a transformational experience brought about in some way or another by the FRYSCs of our state.  More than we can imagine, I suspect.  Well it may not be as dramatic as a wedding—but maybe it is in different ways.  It may have been that kind deed, that well-placed world, that program at just the right time or a thousand and one other things.  But whatever it was, it made a positive impact for good.  
 
Whatever it takes,
 
Michael
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