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	Good morning!!!!
 
This past week has been so busy for so many of us--the conference, the travel, the fact that none of us are getting any younger.  Suffice it to say, it was nice to get to the weekend and enjoy some beautiful autumn weather.  Saturday did not seem like the first day of November, at least it did not here in Frankfort.  It was the most beautiful autumn day this year.  I hope you had an opportunity to enjoy it with your family.  I also hope you enjoyed the extra hour on Saturday.  Remember it is but on loan, you will have to return it in the spring.  Enjoy it while you can!!!
 
FALL INSTITUTE RECAP
 
I heard many positive comments about this year’s conference.  Many people shared that this was the best Fall Institute that they had ever attended.  Carl Hurley was an outstanding opening key note speaker.  His well-crafted blend of humor and reality enabled all of us to see that many issues in life are not nearly as serious as we believe them to be at the moment.  The sessions were well attended and were excellent in their content.  The Harry J. Cowherd awards luncheon was a great success.  Katie Morris led in the planning of this event and did a magnanimous job.  I appreciate her and all on the staff here who assisted her in this effort.  Secretary Janie Miller was gracious and insightful in her comments.  I appreciated the fact that she took time from her schedule to come and be with us.  She spoke of the Cabinet’s commitment to the safety and well-being of the children of the Commonwealth as she talked about her commitment to ensuring that there are adequate numbers of front line social workers in place.  She also spoke positively of your work in the past around the issue of KCHIP enrollment.  Her challenge to be involved in this process again was met with enthusiastic applause.  Her kind comments about my appointment were more than anyone could have hoped to hear.  The Inter-Faith service was reasonably well attended.  I thank those who gave of their time to lead in that service. The Bridges Over Barriers awards brunch was a great time.  It was an honor to be on the dais when Dr. Robert Goodlett was presented with the “Over and Above” award.  I value his friendship highly and this award was an honor much deserved.  The other awards were impressive, to say the least.  All in all, it was a great conference!!!  
 
THE DAY HAS ARRIVED!!!
 
You can now access the mail-in application for KCHIP by logging onto http://kidshealth.ky.gov/en/.  This is exciting news!!!!  If you have not attended a training session about this new enrollment effort please do not assume that your role is passive.  Everyone needs to be involved to the extent possible to enroll eligible children in KCHIP.  There is a level of competency and responsibility if you are assisting families in completing the applications.  You may wish to contact your local DCBS office or the KCHIP hot line for any questions you may have.  Let’s get to work!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
DROP OUT PREVENTION SUMMIT
 
The Division has been asked to be a part of a Drop Out Summit to be held next summer.  The planning is just beginning and I know that this will prove to be an exciting adventure.  I look forward to sharing more information with you as time goes passes.   
 
I-JAM CONFERENCE
 
By now you should have received information electronically about the I-JAM conference that is coming up November 24-25 in Lexington.  This will be an excellent opportunity to gain some valuable insight into a small segment of predators that cruise the world of the internet.  Doris Settles with Kentucky Child Now has become an expert on this issue over that past several years and has put together an excellent conference to equip participants with knowledge and skills to help children and adolescents, as well as the community at large, about these potential dangers.  The Lexington Downtown Hotel and Conference Center (formerly the Radisson) is the site.  You can learn more by www.kychildnow.org.
 
RECENT HEADLINES
 
By now, most of you have heard about or read the most recent headlines on the state budget.  According to a news conference held by Governor Beshear, the state budget is approximately 294 million below projections at this point.  This is not overly surprising, given the present state of the economy.  The major question is-what does this mean for programs such as FRYSC?  The clear answer is that this is an unofficial estimate.  According to Kentucky state statutes, only the Consensus Forecasting Group can officially set the expectations of the months to come with respect to state revenue.  State lawmakers use data from this group to build budgets during longer sessions of the General Assembly.  This group has not met and no official forecast has been made.  Governor Beshear is simply keeping tabs on state general and road fund receipts and making that information public.  At this point, it is business as usual.  We will know more when the Consensus Forecasting Groups does meet and officially informs the Governor of their projections for the rest of the year.  At that point, and only at that point, the Governor will institute any changes that he feels will be necessary.  So, as I said, this is a time to be about the business of our work.  I am sure there will be more to follow in coming months but for now—let’s sign up some kids for KCHIP!!!
 
UPCOMING SCHEDULE
 
The next two weeks are going to be very busy.  They are short weeks since both Election Day and Veterans Day are official holidays and the Central Office here will be closed.  I will be meeting with five RPMs in the next two weeks discussing their roles and issues that they may have.  I will also be visiting the Region 2 District Contact meeting in Owensboro and the Region 8 Quarterly meeting in Jackson.  
 
CLOSING THOUGHTS
 
Yesterday was a gorgeous day!!!  I would have loved to spend the day with my grandson and holding him.  I would have loved to sleep in and get up a bit later than my usual 5:30 a.m.  I would have loved to be able to relax with a late morning cup of coffee and read the paper on the deck.  But it was not to be.  Cheryl had planned a yard sale with some of her friends and I was up at 5 a.m. moving boxes and setting up for this event. I spent the vast majority of the day involved in this pursuit of a cleaner garage and was able to sit down to a pleasant lunch about 4:30 pm.   Was I happy about doing so?  Yes, and I will never publicly admit otherwise!  I think that, in the grand scheme of things, we were able to sell some junk so we could go buy more junk only to sell it at a later time.
 
You know, life is not always exciting adventures that rival the fame of Indiana Jones.  More often than not, it is a series of days filled largely with mundane tasks that are anything but earth shattering.  I guess that is what makes us appreciate more those special times that we can plan and enjoy and talk about for weeks to come. Life is about doing what needs to be done whether it is exciting or not.  It is about seeing our role in the larger unit (family, school, office, or world) and then being willing to do our part.  There is something to be said to living outside ourselves.  It brings a sense of satisfaction not gained any other way.  Helping a family complete a KCHIP application may not be very exciting at all, but seeing children a few weeks down the road with the ability to have their health care needs met is a pretty awesome feeling.  Going on a home visit to the same home you have visited countless times before may not be exciting, but knowing that somehow this family will be more able to cope because of your investment of time is pretty awesome as well.  Having a garage sale is just plain drudgery—but Cheryl was much happier when the day was done and that makes life for Pepe (my 15½ year old toy poodle) and me a whole lot more pleasant and that is pretty awesome. 
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