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In June 2008, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) licensed a new combination vaccine, Pentacel(, for use in infants and young children.  Pentacel( is diphtheria, tetanus toxoid and acellular pertussis absorbed, inactivated poliovirus and Haemophilus influenzae, type b conjugate (tetanus toxoid conjugate) vaccine.  The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted at their June 2008 meeting to recommend the inclusion of this new combination DTaP-IPV/Hib vaccine in the VFC Program and it is now available from KVP.  This document summarizes information about the use of Pentacel( in the VFC program and updates on its use during the Hib shortage in the United States.

Pentacel( is recommended for routine immunization to be given as a four-dose series administered intramuscularly at 2, 4, 6 and 15 – 18 months of age.  The first dose may be given as early as six weeks of age.  VFC supplies of Pentacel( may be given to VFC eligible infants and children ages six weeks through 4 years of age.  During the present Hib vaccine shortage, dose 4 should be deferred, and a recall list should be maintained to administer the booster dose when an adequate supply of the Hib vaccine becomes available.

When transitioning to Pentacel(, the KVP requests that each practice carefully consider the current choices of pentavalent vaccines (Pediarix(and Pentacel() and choose one formulation for administration to avoid confusion between the two pentavalent vaccines.

Pentacel( is provided in a 5 dose package containing 5 vials of DTaP-IPV component to reconstitute five single dose vials of the lyophilized Hib (ActHIB( vaccine) component.  See the package insert for reconstitution and administration instructions of Pentacel(.  Pentacel( may be given at the same time as other recommended vaccines.  Do not use any other sterile liquid or DTaP-IPV combination vaccine to reconstitute the ActHIB( component supplied in the Pentacel( package. 
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KVP providers may order Pentacel( using the enclosed Temporary Hib Order Form, revised August 2008.  Please complete all sections of the order form when submitting your vaccine request, including your current inventory on hand and your corresponding usage.  Please be aware that your request may be adjusted during this introductory phase and while the Hib shortage lasts.  Please use the activity worksheet, revised September 2008 to assist with tracking the number of doses administered.

As you review this information, should you have any questions regarding the usage or administration of Pentacel(, please contact Diane Chism at (502) 564-4478 ext. 3513 or email: Diane.Chism@ky.gov.  Should you have any questions regarding ordering or distribution please contact Laura Harrod at (502) 564-4478 ext. 3855 or email: Laura.Harrod@ky.gov.

Enclosures:
1) Vaccine for Children’s Activity Worksheet

2) Ordering Instructions
3) Temporary Hib Order Form

4) Pentacel( Adaptation into Practice

5) Eligibility & Minimum Intervals

6) Precautions & Contraindications

7) References

8) Vaccine Information Statements, DTaP, Hib & IPV
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William Hacker, M.D.


Steve Davis, M.D.
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