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	Good Monday morning!!

The Fourth of July holiday is now history and it is now time to get back to the work that we love so very well.  It seems as if it has been forever since I penned words for this column.   Actually, my last column came to you the week following Memorial Day.  Since that time there just has not been the time necessary to accomplish this when there was energy enough to do so.  I hope your summer is progressing nicely and that all is well at your house.

YEAR END CLOSE OUT

Whew!  Closing out a year in state government is not for the faint of heart.  We managed, with a lot of help, to close the books on FY 09 with signatures for all contracts and all payments made.  I am very happy that this is the case because it was “touch and go” there for awhile.  But the close out taught us several lessons that will enable us to make better progress next year as well as pointing out some system redundancies that we have now eliminated.  This will enable us to operate more quickly, efficiently and with a cost savings.  So, all in all, it was a great learning experience.

NEW FISCAL YEAR

There are a number of things that I would like to share with you.  First is an improvement that will be coming shortly.  This will impact the finance office in your district.  In the past we have required paper copies of mid-year and year-end MUNIS reports.  That is no longer the case.  Information will be forthcoming in the next few days that will allow your district to submit its MUNIS reports to the state electronically.  This will greatly streamline this process and make things much easier for us as well.

Additionally, there has been discussion in the media about potential cuts to programs in education.  To date, I have no information to share with you about this.  Governor Beshear has indicated in previous comments to the press that the information will be available sometime later this month.  While I am hopeful that we do not experience a reduction in funding, if it must be so—now is the best time.  I will keep you posted and let you know what I hear.

VICTORY OVER VIOLENCE CONFERENCE

I hope to see many of you in Louisville next week at Victory Over Violence.  I have attached an agenda for your perusal.  You will note that we begin on Tuesday, June 14th and that Secretary Janie Miller will be at the opening session to talk with us.  I also have some remarks that are currently being fleshed out that will focus on our vision statement as well as some of the future plans that are currently in the works.    Drive safely and I hope to see you there.

 
A GENTLE REMINDER
 
Please remember that our contact information with you and your district is only as good as the information that you have submitted to us.  I have attached a copy of the Notification of Change form which only District Contacts are to submit in the event of changes in contact information.  If your district has a new district contact, please forward this form to them so that they can be added to our listing.  Thanks

STAFF MEETING UPDATE

During June, I met with the RPMs and selected other staff to discuss two items in particular—the role of the RPM during the first year of a new coordinator’s employment and the full implementation of a mentoring program for new coordinators.  Some regions have been doing this—others have not.  This will be standard practice by January 2010.  The meeting was filled with rich discussion, candid realities and a desire to improve our work.  I appreciate the manner in which our staff can coalesce around an idea and work toward improvement.  It was a very profitable time together.
NEWS ITEMS

There are two items of information I wish to share.  My good friend in Lexington, Melanie Tyner-Wilson, shared a contact with me—Therese Mosely who is chair of the Kentucky Booster Coalition.  You will find attached three documents—a flyer about the new booster seat law in both English and Spanish as well as a letter from the Booster Coalition.  Therese Mosely’s contact information is in the letter should you wish to contact here.

Tamara Stewart of Kentucky Center for School Safety reminds us of the vast information that is available through the United States Department of Education at edpubs@ed.gov.   I hope that you will peruse the website and see what is available.
STAFF NOTES

Since last I wrote to you Doug Jones celebrated a birthday on June 14th.  Doug Holt celebrated his first year anniversary in DFRYSC on June 16th and Angela Baldridge celebrated a birthday on July 5.  Congratulations to each of these!!!

WHAT’S HAPPENING…

Last week was largely taken up by activities related to the Kentucky Out of School Alliance (formerly the Kentucky Afterschool Network).  Some transition work is in progress and there was much to do regarding that.  This week will feature a number of meetings, a conference call and finalizing all the materials for Victory Over Violence.  I know things are busy for you as well.

CLOSING THOUGHTS

I arrived in Murray late on the afternoon of June 4.  First there was a meeting at the church with the ministers to discuss the ceremony and my role in it.  Then there was dinner followed by a late night of endless details.  Friday brought orders to go do this, take care of that, handle the other and DON’T MESS THINGS UP.  I did largely as I was told—I didn’t think 3 out of 4 was too bad.  At any rate we finally got to rehearsal and then dinner.  

Saturday was a blur!  I would love to tell you everything that happened that day but I cannot—it passed with rapid success and dizzying camera flash. Somehow we all got to the church on time and ready for a wedding.  I have always believed that weddings should be planned to reflect the wishes and the personalities of the bride and groom.  Andi, my daughter, and Patrick certainly ensured that was the case.  Patrick has a close friend, Katie, among his groomsmen and Andi invited a dear friend, John, to be with the bridesmaids.  Thankfully, while they may have stood opposite to their normal places—they did NOT dress for the part.  Katie wore a bridesmaid’s gown and John wore a tuxedo.  There was also a choir and some congregational singing.  Andi and Patrick also wrote their own vows which were inspiring as well.  And there were three officiants—needless to say that did not make for a speedy ceremony.

I don’t think I was ever as proud as when I walked her down the aisle.  Then to have the opportunity to stand with the ministers and have a part in the ceremony was humbling to say the least.  It was a beautiful wedding!  

The reception was equally a beautiful and I think it was enjoyed by all.  My first dance (if you call if that) with Andi was a moment forever frozen in my memory.  My little girl is all grown up but just as beautiful as ever!    At this writing she and Patrick have returned from their honeymoon, packed all their belongings in a moving van and are now living outside Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He is in training for his new job and she is awaiting the beginning of graduate school in September.  

Through all of this I have shed more tears of happiness than I can count.  My baby is happy, healthy and pursuing her dream with the man of her dreams.  I am a grateful dad.

Whatever it takes,

Michael
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