STATE PLAN FOR CCDF SERVICES

FOR THE  PERIOD 10/1/05 – 9/30/07


AMENDMENTS LOG


Child Care and Development Services Plan for                                     


For the period: 10/1/05 -- 9/30/07
	Section Amended
	Effective/ Proposed Effective Date
	Date Submitted to ACF
	Date Approved by ACF

	3.2
	October 1, 2005
	October 27, 2005
	

	3.3.3
	September 7, 2005
	October 27, 2005
	

	Attachment 1
	December 1, 2005
	October 27, 2005
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Instructions:

1)
Lead Agency completes the first 3 columns and sends a photocopy of this Log (showing the latest amendment sent to ACF) and the amended section(s) to the ACF Regional contact.  A copy of the Log, showing the latest amendment pending in ACF, is retained in the Lead Agency's Plan.

2)
ACF completes column 4 and returns a photocopy of the Log to the grantee.

3)
The Lead Agency replaces this page in the Plan with the copy of the Log received from ACF showing the approval date.

Note:  This process depends on repeated subsequent use of the same Log page over the life of the Plan.  At any time the Log should reflect all amendments, both approved and pending in ACF.  The Lead Agency is advised to retain those "old" plan pages that are superseded by amendments in a separate appendix to its Plan.

3.2 
Payment Rates for the Provision of Child Care
The statute at 658E(c)(4) and the regulations at §98.43(b)(1) require the Lead Agency to establish payment rates for child care services that ensure eligible children equal access to comparable care.  

These rates are provided as Attachment  1   .   

The attached payment rates were or will be effective as of  December 1, 2005.     
The following is a summary of the facts relied on by the State to determine that the attached rates are sufficient to ensure equal access to comparable child care services provided to children whose parents are not eligible to receive child care assistance under the CCDF and other governmental programs.  Include, at a minimum:

· The month and year when the local market rate survey(s) was completed:  June 2005 . (§98.43(b)(2))  
· A copy of the Market Rate Survey instrument and a summary of the results of the survey are provided as Attachment    2   . 
· How the payment rates are adequate to ensure equal access based on the results of the above noted local market rate survey (i.e., the relationship between the attached payment rates and the market rates observed in the survey): (§98.43(b))
Kentucky is paying on the average at the 68 percentile state wide as compared to the market rate survey.  Based on these percentages, 75% of child care providers will receive an increase in the child care assistance payment effective October 1, 2005.
· Additional facts that the Lead Agency relies on to determine that its payment rates ensure equal access include:  (§98.43(d))
The rates are sufficient to ensure equal access to comparable child care services provided to children whose parents are not eligible to receive child care assistance under the CCDF or other governmental programs.  (An affordable child care arrangement is defined in Section 4.4).

Subsidy payments for licensed center-based providers shall be based on the enrollment status of a child if it is the center’s policy for the general public.  Unless approval has been granted by a Service Agent prior to submission of a monthly billing statement, subsidy payments shall not be made to licensed providers for absences exceeding 5 days per month.  For certified family child care home providers, registered family or in-home care providers, subsidy payments shall be based on attendance according to the number of days and hours care is provided.

Subsidy payments for children needing part-time care shall be made if such care is available.

Persons living in the child’s home are not eligible for subsidy payments.

Subsidy payments shall not exceed the maximum rate for a type of care in the region less the appropriate parental co-pay.

An additional $2 above the maximum subsidized payment rate will continue for providers accredited by an organization recognized by the Cabinet.  Also, an additional $1 above the maximum subsidized payment rate will continue for licensed center-based, group home, or certified family child care providers that provide non-traditional hours of care for a child needing such care.  An additional $1 above the maximum subsidized payment rate will continue for licensed center-based, group home, certified family child care providers, or unregulated registered providers who serve children with special needs.  These rate differentials may be cumulative, not to exceed the amount charged to the general public.

· If the payment rates do not reflect individual rates for the full range of providers -- center-based, group home, family and in-home care -- explain how the choice of the full range of providers is made available to parents.

The rates reflect the full range of providers.  Licensed care includes center-based and group home care.  Certified care includes family care (required for four to six unrelated children).  Registered care includes in-home care (up to three unrelated children). 

· At what percentile of the current Market Rate Survey is the State rate ceiling set?  

68%

· If it varies across categories of care, please describe.

· Does the State have a tiered reimbursement system (higher rates for child care centers and family child care homes that achieve one or more levels of quality beyond basic licensing requirements)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes.  If yes, describe:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No.

STARS for KIDS NOW, Kentucky's voluntary quality rating system for licensed Type I and Type II child care centers and certified family child care homes, is available statewide.  This system uses a scale of 1 through 4 STARS to identify levels of quality.  All STAR levels surpass the minimum licensing requirements, which all programs must meet.  Programs are assessed in the following areas: staff/child ratios, group size, curriculum, parent involvement, training/education of staff, regulatory compliance, and personnel practices. 

3.3.3
Has the Lead Agency established additional eligibility conditions or priority rules, for example, income limits that vary in different parts of the State, special eligibility for families receiving TANF, or eligibility that differs for families that include a child with special needs? (658E(c)(3)(B), §98.16(g)(5), §98.20(b))

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes, and the additional eligibility criteria are: (Terms must be defined in Appendix 2)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No.

A child who resides in a single parent family may participate in the Child Care Assistance Program if the child’s parent:

· Receives, or needs to receive, protective services (which includes child protective or preventive services); 

· Is participating in a TANF work activity;

· Has had TANF benefits discontinued due to employment during the last twelve (12) months and has income not exceeding 150% of the federal poverty level upon initial application and 165% of the federal poverty level upon reauthorization;

· Is employed for a minimum of twenty (20) hours per week or has a minimum of twenty (20) hours per week of student teaching, internship, or practicum, or a combination of work and student teaching, internship, or practicum totaling twenty (20) hours per week and the family’s income does not exceed 150% of the federal poverty level upon initial application or 165% of federal poverty level upon reauthorization; or

· Participates in an education or training program leading to self sufficiency, is employed for a minimum of twenty (20) hours per week and meets the income eligibility requirements.

A child who resides in a two parent family may participate in the Child Care Assistance Program if:

· The family receives, or needs to receive, protective services (which includes child protective or preventive services);

· Child care assistance is needed for both parents to participate in a TANF work activity; 

· The family has had TANF benefits discontinued due to employment during the last twelve (12) months and has income not exceeding 150% of the federal poverty level upon initial application and 165% of federal poverty level upon reauthorization;

· Child care assistance is needed if both parents participate in student teaching, internship, or practicum for a minimum of twenty (20) hours per week or a combination of work and student teaching, internship, or practicum totaling twenty (20) hours per week and meets the income eligibility requirements

· Child care assistance is needed to participate in education or training programs leading to self-sufficiency; be employed for at least twenty (20) hours per week or has a minimum of twenty (20) hours per week of student teaching, internship, or practicum, or a total of twenty (20) hours per week of employment and student teaching, internship, or practicum, and the family’s income does not exceed 150% of the federal poverty level upon initial application or 165% of federal poverty level upon reauthorization; or

· One of the parents is unable to provide adequate care and supervision and the other parent meets one of the above criteria.  Documentation is required for the inability of the parent unable to provide adequate care and supervision. 

Kentucky will continue to require victims of Federal and State emergencies to meet the eligibility requirements set for the child care program.  However, victims of Federal and State emergency situations will be allowed to use client statement as verification all eligibility requirements for a set time period that will be determined by the emergency.  At the end of the relaxed verification period, verification of work, residence, and income will be required.  
Attachment 1

KENTUCKY CHILD CARE MAXIMUM PAYMENT RATES

	EAST REGION

	Licensed

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	19
	18
	14
	14.50

	Preschool
	16
	15.25
	13
	11

	School-Age
	15.75
	15
	12
	11

	Certified

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	17
	17
	14
	14

	Preschool
	16.50
	16
	13
	12

	School-age
	16.25
	16
	12.25
	11

	Registered

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	10.25
	10.25
	6.25
	6.25

	Preschool
	10.25
	10.25
	6.25
	6.25

	School-age
	10.25
	10.25
	6.25
	6.25


	WEST REGION

	Licensed

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	20
	18.50
	19
	18

	Preschool
	18
	17
	17.25
	15

	School-Age
	16
	16
	15
	14

	Certified

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	17
	17
	15
	15

	Preschool
	16
	16
	15
	15

	School-age
	15
	16
	13
	14.75

	Registered

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	10.25
	10.25
	6.25
	6.25

	Preschool
	10.25
	10.25
	6.25
	6.25

	School-age
	10.25
	10.25
	6.25
	6.25


	CENTRAL REGION

	Licensed

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	25
	19
	23
	14.50

	Preschool
	22
	17
	16
	10

	School-Age
	21
	16
	13
	10

	Certified

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	22
	18
	18
	14.75

	Preschool
	20
	17
	16
	10

	School-age
	19
	16
	14
	15

	Registered

	 
	FD
	PD

	 
	Urban
	Nonurban
	Urban
	Nonurban

	Infant/Toddler
	13.25
	13.25
	8.25
	8.25

	Preschool
	12.25
	12.25
	7.25
	7.25

	School-age
	11.25
	11.25
	6.25
	6.25


