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Influenza vaccine distribution delays or vaccine supply shortages have occurred in the United States in three of the last five influenza seasons. In response, prioritization has been implemented in previous years to ensure that enough vaccine is available for those at the highest risk for complications from influenza. Given the uncertainties in doses and distribution this season, CDC is recommending that only the following priority groups receive trivalent inactivated influenza vaccine (TIV) until October 24, 2005: 

· persons aged >65 years with comorbid conditions 

· residents of long-term--care facilities 

· persons aged 2--64 years with comorbid conditions 

· persons aged >65 years without comorbid conditions 

· children aged 6--23 months 

· pregnant women 

· health-care personnel who provide direct patient care 

· household contacts and out-of-home caregivers of children aged <6 months 

These groups correspond to tiers 1A--1C in the table of TIV priority groups that was published previously in the event of vaccination supply disruption (please see table on following page). The Kentucky Department for Public Health recommends that local health departments sub-categorize within the tiered system and vaccinate priority groups in a step-wise progression:  initially vaccinating the eligible population in category 1A, followed by the population in category 1B and subsequently continuing with category 1C prior to October 24, 2005. Individuals in your jurisdiction should be made aware of time frames for vaccination and encouraged to seek vaccination at the appropriate time for their category.
Beginning October 24, 2005, all persons will be eligible for vaccination, should an adequate supply be available then. The tiered use of prioritization is not recommended for live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) administration. LAIV may be administered at any time for vaccination of non-pregnant healthy persons aged 5--49 years, including most health-care personnel, other persons in close contact with groups at high risk for influenza-related complications, and others desiring protection against influenza . 
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The tiered system is as follows:

	Tier/Category
	Eligible Persons By Tier/Category

	1A
	Persons aged >65 years with comorbid conditions

Residents of long-term care facilities

	1B
	Persons aged 2-64 years with comorbid conditions

Persons aged >65 years without comorbid conditions

Children aged 6-23 months

Pregnant Women

	1C
	Health-care personnel

Household contacts of children and out of home caregivers of children aged <6months

	2
	Household contacts of children and adults at increased risk for

influenza-related complications

Healthy persons aged 50-64

	3
	Persons aged 2-49 years without high risk conditions


Efforts to anticipate and address any difficulties during this flu season have prompted the Department for Public Health to implement several measures in hopes of improving communications between state and local agencies. The Health Alert Network (HAN) will be utilized for all communications regarding influenza activities. Each local health department/district will be given access, via the HAN, to an interactive spreadsheet that will enable us to maintain an open line of communication. We ask that health departments/districts update the spreadsheet regularly until October 24, 2005, at which time an assessment will be made to determine the need for continuance. Below are instructions to access the Health Alert Network and the spreadsheet.  Once accessed, you will find further instructions on how to complete the work sheet and save the data for further usage. 
1. Navigate to https://han.ky.gov/btrs/Documents/Immunization/Influenza/ or https://han.ky.gov and perform steps A through C.

a. Select the Document Library tab at the top of the homepage.  [image: image2.png]Document Library




b. Select the Documents folder.  [image: image3.png]Documents




c. Select the Immunization folder. [image: image4.png]



2. You will now see a folder for your health department.  Select that folder.

During this upcoming influenza season, we are hoping for the best, but preparing for possible vaccine shortages, like those we have experienced in recent years.  If you have questions regarding information contained within this memo, please contact Jody Epperson at (502) 564-4478 extension 3517 or via e-mail at JodyM.Epperson@ky.gov. 
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