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	Good morning!!!!
 
The Thanksgiving holiday is now a collage of memories that we can treasure and ponder when life is less than pleasant.    Sadly, life is not always punch and cake—sometimes it is spinach, liver or turkey sandwiches for the fourth day in a row.  When those times come, as they inevitably will, it is the memory of good times that help us cope and survive.  Hopefully, your weekend was cheery and reasonably free from the sadness, shopping and the plague of mall parking.
 
FREE LUNCH COUNT DAY
 
Today is the day that everyone has been dreading—the free lunch count.  The grant amounts for next year will be based on the numbers that are collected today.  You will find on the Continuation Coversheet on DFRYSC website as well as a copy of a letter from me.  You will note when you complete the coversheet that there will be no grant amount on it.  Since we do not know the amount per student I felt it best to leave that information off the page.  The Coversheet is due on Thursday, January 15, 2009.  I must ask that you get them to us as early as possible.  I would prefer to have them before the holiday break if possible.  I am very sure that the General Assembly will be interested in whether there have been increases in the number of students eligible for free meals.  The sooner you can get the information to us, the sooner we will have credible information to offer.
 
I must also tell you that we will be unable to alter the numbers that you send in so please be sure that the numbers are correct when you mail the form. Since we will be delaying the continuation process in order to give you an accurate per student amount, it is critical that we have a deadline and it is January 15.  Please forward the coversheet to the central office address at the top of this newsletter.  
 
CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS
 
Continuation applications will NOT be due on February 15.  A new due date will be announced in the next couple of weeks that will allow the office the opportunity fully calculate the per student amount.  This will enable us to ask you to complete the requirements of the continuation application only once.  Tonya will post the continuation application package on the website when appropriate and you will be notified by email when that occurs.  
 
MID-YEAR MUNIS REPORT CORRESPONDENCE
 
A letter will be going out next week to all superintendents and finance officers regarding the mid-year financial reports and the changes in the due dates on the continuation applications.  The financial reports are not due until late January but we will get the information out to them so that they can have sufficient time to run the reports and get them to us in a timely fashion.   Please remember that this year allows you the opportunity to roll over up to 10% from this year to next according to the current budget bill.  
 
DFRCVS WELCOMES NEW STAFF
 
The Department for Family Resource Centers and Volunteers Services welcomes a new departmental employee.  Ms. Janis Stewart has joined the department coming to us from the Communications office her in the Cabinet.  Janis’ role will be evolving over time and we look forward to many positive things in the future.
  
CURRENT BUDGET CONCERNS
 
You are all aware of the issues surrounding the current state budget.  The Governor’s budget reduction proposal has not been fleshed out so I cannot comment on whether or how we will be impacted.  There is much discussion as to how the budget issues will be dealt with and, at this point, we just do not know.  That is one of the reasons why it is critically essential that all of the continuation coversheets come in as early as possible.  You can really help by being diligent about this process.
 
CLOSING THOUGHTS
 
“They called him the gentle giant”, I overheard one of three older ladies say as they walked down the sidewalk to the parking lot.  I knew who they were speaking of immediately.  I continued on up the sidewalk toward the front door.  It was a long, lonely walk—one I have made far too often.  I opened the door, braced for the task that lay before me and stepped inside.  Being cheerfully greeted is generally welcomed—but not tonight.  My hand shook more than normal as I signed in and proceeded to the chapel.  I waited in line and then privately visited with a dear friend.  Norm Parsons was a coordinator in McCreary County.  He was a giant of a man—both in stature and in heart.  I stood beside him and looked at what the ravages of cancer can do to a man.  Norm was only 57 years old-- too young, too vital, and too needed to die.  But sometimes we just don’t get to decide these things.  
 
I knelt in front of the chair where Norm’s widow was seated and shared who I was and my great admiration for her late husband.  I spoke of our friendship through the years and how much the FRYSC family would miss him.  Through tear-filled eyes, she quietly replied, “He was a good man.”  And he was.
 
Norm did not fit anyone’s mold—he was just “Norm”.  He did what was right by kids and who can do less than applaud someone for that kind of spirit.  Norm was not a meeting man—he cared far more about doing than he did about discussing a project to death.  He was simply a good man.  I will miss my friend.  I can think of no better or more noble words than were offered by Tammy Gay in her email to Region 6 when she said, “There are only a few things of which I am certain and many of those are being tested by the climate of the world in which we live.  One thing I know for sure.  This world is a better place because Norm Parsons was in it.”
 
Goodbye and God-speed, Norm!
 
Whatever it takes,
 
Michael
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