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BLISTER AGENT PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA)

HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR THE FIRST HOURS 
Points:
1. What is happening?
2. What kind of chemical agent is it?
3. What are the symptoms of contact with a blister agent?
4. Can the illness caused by a blister agent be spread from person to person?
5. What to do if you have symptoms or think you have had contact with a blister agent?

6. What to do to prevent contact with the blister agent?

7. What is being done and how to get more information.
BLISTER AGENT PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA)

HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR THE FIRST HOURS 
What is happening?
· This is an urgent health message from the Kentucky Department for Public Health.
· Public health officials think that a chemical agent may have been released in the XXX area.  
· Please pay attention to this message to learn how to protect your health and the health of others.

What kind of chemical agent is it?

· The released chemical is a blister agent.  
· Contact with this type of chemical causes blistering on the skin.  It also causes blisters in the nose, mouth, and throat.
· Certain chemical agents are commonly used in industry and household products.  However, in this case, we think the chemical may have been spread on purpose.  This may have been done by releasing the chemical into the air, pouring the chemical on a specific site, or using it to poison food or water.     

· At this time, we do not know the source or the amount of the release.  However, federal, state, and local officials are working together to get these answers.  They will make updated announcements as soon as possible.

What are the symptoms of contact with a blister agent?
· After contact with a blister agent, symptoms may happen right away.  However, they may also take up to 24 hours to appear.

· First symptoms may include red, itchy, or painful skin.  This is followed by the development of blisters. 
· Later symptoms may include pain or swelling in the eyes and lungs, tears in the eyes, and trouble breathing.  
· Blister agents are not usually fatal, but they can cause severe suffering in those exposed.

Can the illness caused by a blister agent spread from person to person?

· The illness caused by a blister agent cannot spread from person to person. It is NOT like a contagious disease that can be spread by coughing or sneezing.  

· A person can spread the chemical if it is on their skin, clothing, or hair.  People can also spread the chemical if it is in their body fluids, such as vomit.  If someone comes into contact with the chemical in these ways, they may become ill. 
· Once a person takes off their clothes and showers, the chemical is removed and can no longer be spread by that person.  

BLISTER AGENT PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA)

HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR THE FIRST HOURS 
This is an important health and safety message from the Kentucky Department for Public Health.  At this time, public health officials think that a chemical agent may have been intentionally released in the XXX community. Please pay attention to this message to learn how you can protect your health and the health of others.

The released chemical is a blister agent.  Contact with this type of chemical may cause red, itchy, or painful skin.  This is followed by the development of blisters. Blister agents are not usually fatal.  They can cause extreme suffering in those exposed to them. 
The illness caused by a blister agent cannot be spread from person to person.  However, if you think you have had contact with the chemical or are showing symptoms, follow these directions to avoid spreading the chemical:

1. Don’t touch anyone else.

2. Remove your outer layer of clothing.

3. Seal the clothes in a bag. 

4. Wash your body thoroughly with soap and water.

5. Call your doctor or the Kentucky Regional Poison Center at 1-800-222-1222, or the local public health department at xxx-xxx-xxxx.  They will tell you how and where to get more treatment.

To prevent further contact with the chemical:

1. Avoid the area where the chemical was released.

2. Go inside and stay there.  

3. Shut all windows, doors, vents, and fireplace dampers.  

4. Turn off heating and cooling systems.  

5. Listen to the radio, television or Internet news to keep up with new information on how to stay safe during the emergency.  Follow the directions of emergency officials.  They will inform you when and how to leave your shelter safely.

If you are driving in the affected area, pull over, turn off your engine, and close all vents.  This will reduce the amount of outside, and possibly contaminated, air entering your car.  Cover your mouth and nose with cloth or clothing to protect yourself as much as possible from breathing in the blister agent.
Although your first instinct may be to reunite with loved ones and gather everyone together, leaving people sheltered where they are is usually the best way to protect them until authorities learn more about the situation.  Knowing where your loved ones are during this emergency, and that they are following emergency instructions, is the best thing you can do to help them stay safe. 

Please follow these directions and stay tuned for updated announcements.

For more information, call the Kentucky Regional Poison Center at 1-800-222-1222, or your local health department at xxx-xxx-xxxx.  You can also call the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Hotline at 1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636).
Additional information on blister agents can be found on the Kentucky Department for Public Health’s Web site at http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/preparedness, or the CDC’s Web site at: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/agent/vesicants
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