Building Construction
If the building has a common wall with a nonconforming building, the common wall is a fire barrier having at
least a two hour fire resistance rating constructed of materials as required for the addition. Communicating
openings occur only in corridors and shall be protected by approved self-closing fire doors. 18.1.1.4.1,
18.1.1.4.2,19.1.1.4.1,19.1.1.4.2
2000 EXISTING
Building construction type and height meets one of the following: 19.1.6.2, 19.1.6.3, 19.1.6.4, 19.3.5.1
2000 NEW
Building construction type and height meets one of the following: 18.1.6.2, 18.1.6.3, 18.2.5.1
Interior walls and partitions in buildings of Type | or Type Il construction shall be noncombustible or limited-
combustible materials. 18.1.6.3, 19.1.6.3
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Vertical Openings
2000 EXISTING Stairways, elevator shafts, light and ventilation shafts, chutes, and other vertical openings
between floors are enclosed with construction having a fire resistance rating of at least one hour.
An atrium may be used in accordance with 8.2.5.6, 19.3.1.1
2000 NEW Stairways, elevator shafts, light and ventilation shafts, chutes, and other vertical openings between
floors are enclosed with construction having a fire resistance rating of at least two hours connecting four
stories or more. (One hour for single story building and sprinklered buildings up to three stories in height.)
18.3.1.1. An atrium may be used in accordance with 8.2.2.3.5.
Any door in an exit passageway, stairway enclosure, horizontal exit, smoke barrier or hazardous area
enclosure shall be permitted to be held open only by devices arranged to automatically close all such doors by
zone or throughout the facility upon activation of: (a) The required manual fire alarm system and (b) Local
smoke detectors designed to detect smoke passing through the opening or a required smoke detection
system and (c) The automatic sprinkler system, if installed
18.2.2.2.6, 19.2.2.2.6, 7.2.1.8.2

2000 EXISTING Exit components (such as stairways) are enclosed with construction having a fire resistance

rating of at least one hour, are arranged to provide a continuous path of escape, and provide protection
against fire or smoke from other parts of the building. 8.2.5.2, 19.3.1.1
2000 NEW Exit components (such as stairways) in buildings four stories or more are enclosed with
construction having a fire resistance rating of at least two hours, are arranged to provide a continuous path of
escape, and provide a protection against fire and smoke from other parts of the building. In all buildings less
than four stories, the enclosure is at least one hour. 8.2.5.4, 18.3.1.1

Smoke Compartmentation and Control

K23

2000 EXISTING Smoke barriers shall be provided to form at least two smoke compartments on every sleeping
room floor for more than 30 patients. 19.3.7.1, 19.3.7.2

2000 NEW Smoke barriers shall be provided to form at least two smoke compartments on every floor used by
inpatients for sleeping or treatment, and on every floor with an occupant load of 50 or more persons,
regardless of use. Smoke barriers shall also be provided on floors that are usable, but unoccupied. 18.3.7.1,
18.3.7.2

K24

The smoke compartments shall not exceed 22,500 square feet and the travel distance to and from any point
to reach a door in the required smoke barrier shall not exceed 200 feet. 18.3.7.1, 19.3.7.1

K25

2000 EXISTING Smoke barriers shall be constructed to provide at least a one half hour fire resistance rating
and constructed in accordance with 8.3. Smoke barriers shall be permitted to terminate at an atrium wall.
Windows shall be protected by fire-rated glazing or by wired glass panels and steel frames. A minimum of two
separate compartments shall be provided on each floor. Dampers shall not be required in duct penetrations of
smoke barriers in fully ducted heating, ventilating, and air conditioning systems.19.3.7.3, 19.3.7.5, 19.1.6.3,
19.1.6.4

2000 NEW Smoke barriers shall be constructed to provide at least a one hour fire resistance rating and
constructed in accordance with 8.3. Smoke barriers shall be permitted to terminate at an atrium wall. Windows
shall be protected by fire-rated glazing or by wired glass panels in approved frames. A minimum of two
separate compartments shall be provided on each floor. Dampers shall not be required in duct penetrations of
smoke barriers in fully ducted heating, ventilating, and air conditioning systems. 18.3.7.3, 18.3.7.5, 18.1.6.3

K26

Space shall be provided on each side of smoke barriers to adequately accommodate those occupants served.
18.3.7.4,19.3.7.4

K27

2000 EXISTING Door openings in smoke barriers have at least a 20 minute fire protection rating or are at
least 13/4 inch thick solid bonded core wood. Non-rated protective plates that do not exceed 48 inches from
the bottom of the door are permitted. Horizontal sliding doors comply with 7.2.1.14. Doors shall be self-closing
or automatic-closing in accordance with 19.2.2.2.6. Swinging doors are not required to swing with egress and
positive latching is not required. 19.3.7.5, 19.3.7.6, 19.3.7.7

2000 NEW Door openings in smoke barriers have at least a 20 minute fire protection rating or are at least 13/4
inch thick solid bonded core wood. Non-rated protective plates that do not exceed 48 inches from the bottom
of the door are permitted. Horizontal sliding doors comply with 7.2.1.14. Swinging doors shall be arranged so
that each door swings in an opposite direction. Doors shall be self-closing and rabbets, bevels or astragals are
required at the meeting edges. Positive latching is not required. 18.3.7.5, 18.3.7.6, 18.3.7.8

K28

2000 EXISTING Door openings in smoke barriers shall provide a minimum clear width of 32 inches (81 cm) for
swinging or horizontal doors. Vision panels are of fire-rated glazing or wired glass panels and steel frames.
19.3.7.5,19.3.7.7

2000 NEW Door openings in smoke barriers are installed as swinging or horizontal doors shall provide a
minimum clear width as follows: Vision panels of fire-rated glazing or wired panels in approved frames are
provided for each door. 18.3.7.5, 18.3.7.7

K104

Penetrations of smoke barriers by ducts are protected in accordance with 8.3.6.
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Smoking Regulations

K66

| Smoking regulations shall be adopted and shall include not less than the following provisions: 18.7.4, 19.7.4

Building Service Equipment

K67

Heating, ventilating, and air conditioning shall comply with 9.2 and shall be installed in accordance with the
manufacturer’s specifications. 18.5.2.1, 19.5.2.1, 9.2, NFPA 90A, 18.5.2.2,19.5.2.2

K68

Combustion and ventilation air for boiler, incinerator and heater rooms is taken from and discharged to the
outside air. 18.5.2.2, 19.5.2.2.

K69

Cooking facilities shall be protected in accordance with 9.2.3. 18.3.2.6, 19.3.2.6, NFPA 96

K70

Portable space heating devices shall be prohibited in all health care occupancies. Except it shall be permitted
to be used in non-sleeping staff and employee areas where the heating elements of such devices do not
exceed 2120F (1000C). 18.7.8, 19.7.8

K71

Rubbish Chutes, Incinerators and Laundry Chutes. 18.5.4, 19.5.4, 9.5, 8.4, NFPA 82

K160

2000 EXISTING All existing elevators, having a travel distance of 25 ft or more above or below the level that
best serves the needs of emergency personnel for firefighting purposes, conform with Firefighter's Service
Requirements of ASME/ ANSI A17.3, Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators. 19.5.3, 9.4.3.2

K161

2000 EXISTING All existing escalators, dumbwaiters, and moving walks conform to the requirements of
ASME/ ANSI A17.3, Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators. 19.5.3, 9.4.2.2

2000 NEW All elevators, escalators, and conveyors comply with ASME/ ANSI A17.1, Safety Code for Elevators and
Escalators (Includes car emergency signaling, firefighters service phase | key and smoke detector automatic recall,
firefighters service phase Il emergency in-car operation, machine room smoke detectors, elevator lobby smoke detectors).
18.5.3,9.4

Furnishings and Decorations

K72

Means of egress shall be continuously maintained free of all obstructions or impediments to full instant use in
the case of fire or other emergency. No furnishings, decorations, or other objects shall obstruct exits, access
thereto, egress there from, or visibility thereof shall be in accordance with 7.1.10

K73

No furnishings or decorations of highly flammable character shall be used. 18.7.5.2, 18.7.5.3, 18.7.5.4,
19.7.5.2,19.7.5.3, 19.7.5.4

K74

Draperies, curtains, including cubicle curtains, and other loosely hanging fabrics and films serving as furnishings or
decorations in health care occupancies shall be in accordance with provisions of 10.3.1 and NFPA 13 Standard for the
Installation of Sprinkler Systems. Except shower curtains shall be in accordance with NFPA 701. Newly introduced
upholstered furniture shall meet the criteria specified when tested in accordance with the methods cited in 10.3.2 (2) and
10.3.1. 18.3.5.3 and NFPA 13 Newly introduced mattresses shall meet the criteria specified when tested in accordance with
the method cited in 10.3.2 (3) and 10.3.4. 18.7.5.3, 19.7.5.3

K75

Soiled linen or trash collection receptacles shall not exceed 32 gal (121 L) in capacity. The average density of container
capacity in a room or space shall not exceed .5 gal/ft2 (20.4 L/m2). A capacity of 32 gal (121 L) shall not be exceeded within
any 64-ft2 (5.9-m2) area. Mobile soiled linen or trash collection receptacles with capacities greater than 32 gal (121 L) shall
be located in a room protected as a hazardous area when not attended. 18.7.5.5, 19.7.5.5
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Medical Gases and Anesthetizing Areas

K76

Medical gas storage and administration areas shall be protected in accordance with NFPA 99, Standard for
Health Care Facilities. (a) Oxygen storage locations of greater than 3,000 cu.ft. are enclosed by a one-hour
separation. (b) Locations for supply systems of greater than 3,000 cu.ft. are vented to the outside. NFPA 99,
4.3.1.1.2,18.3.2.4,19.3.2.4

K77

Piped in medical gas systems comply with NFPA 99, Chapter 4.

K78

Anesthetizing locations shall be protected in accordance with NFPA 99, Standard for Health Care Facilities.
(a) Shutoff valves are located outside each anesthetizing location and arranged so that shutting off one room
or location will not affect others. (b) Relative humidity is maintained equal to or great than 35% NFPA 99
4.3.1.2.3(n) and 5.4.1.1, 18.3.2.3, 19.3.2.3

K140

(a) Master alarm panels are in two separate locations and have audible and visible signals. (b) There are
high/low alarms for +/- 20% operating pressure. This section shall be in accordance with NFPA 99, 4.3.1.2.2
(c) Where a level 2 gas system is used, one alarm panel that complies with 4.3.1.2.2(b) 3 a, b, c and d and
with 4.3.1.2.2(c) 2 and 5 shall be permitted. (4.4.1 exception No. 4).

K141

Non-smoking and no smoking signs in areas where oxygen is used or stored shall be in accordance with
18.3.2.4, 19.3.2.4, NFPA 99, 8.6.4.2

K142

All occupancies containing hyperbaric facilities shall comply with NFPA 99, Standard for Health Care
Facilities, Chapter 19.

K143

Transferring of oxygen shall be: (a) separated from any portion of a facility wherein patients are housed,

examined, or treated by a separation of a fire barrier of 1-hour fire-resistive construction; and (b) the area that

is mechanically ventilated, sprinklered, and has ceramic or concrete flooring; and (c) in an area that is posted

with signs indicating that transferring is occurring, and that smoking in the immediate area is not permitted in

accordance with NFPA 99 and Compressed Gas Association. 8.6.2.5.2
Electrical

The hospital and all nursing homes and hospices with life support equipment has a Type | Essential Electrical

System powered by a generator with a transfer switch and separate power supply. The EES is in accordance

with NFPA 99, 3.4.2.2,3.4.2.1.4

Generators inspected weekly and exercised under load for 30 minutes per month and shall be in accordance

with NFPA 99, 3.4.4.1, NFPA 110, 8.4.2

The Type | EES is divided into the critical branch, life safety branch and the emergency system and shall be in

accordance with NFPA 99, 3.4.2.2.2

The nursing home/hospice with no life support equipment shall have an alternate source of power separate
and independent from the normal source that will be effective for minimum of 11/2 hour after loss of the
normal source NFPA 99, 3.6.

Electrical wiring and equipment shall be in accordance with NFPA 70, National Electrical Code. 9.1.2
Miscellaneous List in the REMARKS sections, any items that are not listed previously, but are deficient. This
information, along with the applicable Life Safety Code or NFPA standard citation, should be included on Form
CMS-2567.



