Kentucky Technical Advisory Committee on Therapy Services
January 21, 2014 Meeting Notes

Advisory Committee Meeting 8:00 am-9:30 am

Members in Attendance: Dr. Beth Ennis
Members Attending via Conference Call: Teresa Justice, and Leslie Sizemore
Others in Attendance: Charles Douglass, Stephanie Bates, and Patricia Biggs

Other Conference Call Attendees: Lori Kays, Pam Marshall, Dana Speck, Laura Peyton, and
Catherann Terry

Purpose of Meeting: Discussion of Regulations, Speech code changes, Draft KPTA letter, Other
issues

Discussion of Regulations

Dr. Beth Ennis presented an overview of discussion since the regulations were posted, highlighting
the following:

e COTA and KSHA were encouraged to join KPTA in written response to the Occupational
Therapy exclusion and to send as many comments on the regulation as possible

¢ All three therapy services were impacted
¢ Omission of rehabilitation agencies
o KPTA recommends removal of therapy and therapy assistance rate differential

¢ Requesting increase in Medicaid fee schedule therapy services rates to more than 63.75% of
Medicare rates

Information was requested about the last date for public comments on the regulations. Dr. Ennis
noted that KPTA will share letter of comments with other associations and encouraged other
therapy associations to submit as many comments as possible.

The Therapy Assistant Rate Differential was discussed. It was noted that no other state applies a
differential rate to services. Members and participants were referred to the Kaiser website for state
rates, noting none as low as Kentucky rates. Members will be notified if a hearing is scheduled so
they can attend.

Teresa Justice requested contact information and a copy of the draft of the KPTA regulation
comments. Dr. Ennis shared her email with several participants requesting a copy.
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Members discussed MCO expansion of services and asked if MCOs will apply the same differential
rates as Medicaid. Beth Ennis hopes to get a better idea from the MAC regarding changes.
Members expressed concerns that nothing was accomplished in a major, detailed way in MAC
meetings. MAC Binders were discussed. Dr. Ennis stated she will forward new information .

Speech Evaluation Code Change

Beth Ennis noted that the new codes replacing cpt 92506 are not on the new DMS fee schedule.
Discussion continued about whether the new codes are based on timed units or costed out in 15
minute increments. DMS will is following up to review and add the codes.

Other Issues

Pam Marshall noted that DMS is not set up yet to let new therapy provider types bill. Ms. Marshall
reported understanding that CMS approval is pending; providers must enroll with MCOs; and, hew
provider types may bill by the end of the month. She requested clarification about whether
providers must enroll with Medicaid or with Managed Care Organizations.

Teresa Justice reported speech services denials without specific reasons from Coventry. Pam
Marshall indicated Coventry is not an option for her provider entity. Beth Ennis stated that
Coventry is the only MCO denying speech therapy services for members with more significant
impairments. Ms. Justice stated the denial pattern is on and off and not just after January 1.
Teresa Justice reported most denials were for MCO members, not waiver members. Dr. Ennis
noted there would be growing pains involving the new benefits.

Pam Marshall asked about waiver cap denials. Dr. Beth Ennis reported the waiver was close to
capping out according to the MAC binder. Lori Kays confirmed the waiver enrollment is rapidly
approaching the MP Waiver cap of 10,000. Beth stated a waiver member holds a slot for one year
and a whole slot is used even if only for 1 day. Ms. Kays thinks this applies only to ABI but will
check on it and forward clarification to me. Ms. Marshall indicated it is important to get the cap
straightened out. Dr. Ennis replied the processes do not work quickly.

Mental Health services expansion was discussed. Beth Ennis noted the Mental Health expansion
is a waiting game and asked if there is a mental health TAC.

Speech Therapy rates were discussed. If applied as published on the fee schedule and the code
is applied per unit epidsode, the rates for speech therapy evaluation code 92506 are low.

Dr. Beth Ennis will resend the email she previously sent to members, including dates for the public
hearing and written comments.
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