New Online Services Helps Seniors and Caregivers Access Hundreds of Public Benefits Programs 

More than five million seniors are currently missing out on hundreds of state and federal benefits programs, but a new Web site launched today by the National Council on the Aging can help.

BenefitsCheckUp.org is the first of its kind, web-based service designed to help seniors, their families and caregivers find the right benefits programs to meet their needs. Starting today, the site contains a fast, free and confidential screening tool to determine eligibility for nearly 1,000 unique state and federal programs and provide detailed instructions on how to apply for them.

More than three million seniors are eligible for, but do not receive food stamps; 1.2 million elderly are eligible for but do not participate in the Supplemental Security Income program and as many as 3 million eligible seniors do not participate in Medicaid. According to the NCOA, 29 states have underutilized pharmacy assistance.

Seniors, or members of their families, can fill out a confidential questionnaire at BenefitsCheckUp.org which then compares their information with eligibility requirements for federal programs such as Social Security, Medicaid, Food Stamps, and Weatherization or state administered programs such as pharmacy assistance, vocational rehabilitation and in-home services. Users then receive a printable report that tells them which programs they may likely qualify for and where to go to enroll.

"This service will greatly help the 1 in 4 American families involved in caregiving and will also help the millions of employees who must take time off to find care and services for an aging parent or spouse," says NCOA Chair Molly Mettler who is also senior vice president of Boise, ID-based Healthwise, Inc. "What used to take days or even weeks to find out, BenefitsCheckUp can do in minutes."

In order to ensure that seniors have wide access to BenefitsCheckUp, NCOA has launched a four-year mobilization effort involving a powerful coalition of national organizations and as many as 2,000 community groups nationwide to spread the word and provide outreach, screening and follow-up services. Model programs have already begun in Chicago, and the states of Colorado and Rhode Island and several more communities are expected to sign up within the next few months.

To find BenefitsCheckUp online, simply enter www.benefitscheckup.org. in your web browser. AOL subscribers can use the keyword BenefitsCheckUp.

NCOA Members: Please pass this exciting news on to your friends, colleagues and clients. Invite them to visit www.benefitscheckup.org soon.

For more information about this ground-breaking new program, visit the NCOA Press Room at www.ncoa.org/press/ 

