Scheduling MDS Assessments

This information provides guidance for scheduling assessments.

1.

If the Assessment Reference Date (ARD) is on or before 9/30/10, MDS 2.0
must be completed.

2. If the ARD is on or after 10/1/10, MDS 3.0 must be completed.

Yearly timing rule (applies if the submitted MDS 3.0 record is a

comprehensive assessment:

(a) If the most recent prior comprehensive assessment is an MDS 3.0, then
the ARD of the new MDS 3.0 assessment must be within 366 days of the
ARD of the prior assessment.

(b) If the most recent prior comprehensive assessment is an MDS 2.0, then
the ARD of the new MDS 3.0 assessment must be within 366 days of the
VB2 date of the prior assessment.

Quarterly timing rule (applies if the submitted MDS 3.0 record is a quarterly

or comprehensive):

a) If the most recent prior quarterly or comprehensive assessment is an
MDS 3.0, the ARD of the new MDS 3.0 assessment must be within 92
days of the ARD of the prior assessment.

b) If the most recent prior quarterly or comprehensive assessment is an
MDS 2.0 then the ARD of the new MDS 3.0 assessment must be within
92 days of the R2B date of the prior assessment.

. The yearly and quarterly timing rules apply only to nursing home

assessments. These rules do not apply to swing-bed assessments.

If a submitted assessment fails either the yearly or quarterly timing rules,
warnings will be issued, but the record will be accepted (unless it has other
fatal errors). The timing rules are not fatal edits.



