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Letter for Environmental and Infection Control of Skin Infections
To Whom It May Concern:

Recently, there has been elevated public awareness of skin infections specifically, Staphylococcus aureus “Staph” infections, as a result of nationwide media attention.  Staph is commonly carried on the skin or in the nose of healthy people and is spread by close contact with infected people.  Staph can also come off infected skin onto shared objects and surfaces and then transfer onto the skin of another person who uses the object or surface.  It can potentially lead to a skin infection in certain instances.  The involved site can be red, swollen, painful and draining and may appear as an infected cut, boil, fluid-filled blister (impetigo), or skin sore that look like infected insect bites.  More serious infections, such as surgical wound infections, bloodstream infections and pneumonia, can also occur.   When Staph becomes resistant to a specific antibiotic, like Methicillin, the antibiotic may no longer cure the infection; thus this strain of Staph is called Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).  Although Methicillin may no longer be useful, other antibiotics can be used to treat MRSA infections; however, sometimes the treatment may be more expensive and/or take longer. 
In light of this increased public concern and our desire to improve the health of our citizens, the Cabinet of Health and Family Services, Department for Public Health has developed guidelines to assist you in educating parents, students and citizens regarding MRSA infections and steps that can be taken to prevent them.
Attached are two sets of guidelines, a General Guidance for all school and similar environments and Guidance for Athletic Departments. These guidelines are also useful in helping control many other communicable diseases, not just MRSA.  

The Department for Public Health supports your goal of having a safe environment and hopes that the tools provided with this letter will help minimize or prevent the occurrence of illnesses.

William D. Hacker, MD, FAAP, CPE
Acting Undersecretary for Health;

Commissioner-Department for Public Health
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