Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) information and outreach is one of the new areas in Healthy People 2020. The lack of data is the single largest gap in the LGBT health arena and Health and Human Services has made a public commitment to close that gap. 
The LGBT Health Initiative at the Lexington-Fayette County Health Department is a pilot project that assesses the health concerns and issues of the LGBT community in Lexington-Fayette County. This initiative consisted of focus groups representing different demographics within the LGBT community. Based on the information gathered, targeted and culturally sensitive programming will be implemented to address the concerns in an effort to improve the health, safety and well-being of LGBT individuals.  In addition, the data will also be used to inform and educate local health providers on LGBT health issues, inform the LGBT community about culturally sensitive and welcoming healthcare professionals and be used to develop a survey tool. This anonymous survey was available on-line and advertised on posters/flyers, Facebook and twitter and endorsed by Key leaders in the LGBT community to encourage their friends to complete the survey. 
Data from Phase 1 of this pilot has been analyzed and a preliminary report will be available by January 2013. The LGBT research team is planning Phase II of the pilot to include a face-to-face survey interview to capture a more diverse sector of the LBGT community. Partners for the LGBT Health Initiative include: the Kentucky DPH Office of Health Equity, the State HIV/AIDS Program, and Dr. Jeff Jones (UK College of Public Health) Lexington-Fayette county health department (LFCHD) Epi staff, AIDS Volunteers, Inc., and practicum students from the Univ. of KY and Asbury School of social work. Grant monies for the project were received from the Kentucky Office of Health Equity and the State HIV/AIDS Program.[image: image1.png]



