
06/30/05 Update 

Important News on 
Expanded Newborn Screening 

 
As most of you are aware, Senate Bill 24 was passed in the 2005 Legislative 
Session to expand the number of conditions for which newborn screening is 
completed in Kentucky.  The complete expansion is expected to take place by 
December 31, 2005, and at that time a total of 29 conditions will be included on 
the screen.  Disorders are being added to the screen incrementally as laboratory 
equipment and validation of testing is completed in the State Laboratory.  
Updates on the expansion process will be distributed on a regular basis to keep 
everyone informed, and will also be available on the newborn screening website, 
http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/ach/newbornscreening.htm under “Current News”. 
Changes will begin in the newborn screening process effective July 2005 and the 
bullets below highlight important information for submitters of newborn screens 
and hospitals. 
 
Effective July 1, 2005, the newborn screening panel in Kentucky will include: 
 

• Phenylketonuria • Congenital Hypothyroidism 
• Galactosemia • Sickle cell disease 
• Hemoglobin S/C disease • Hemoglobin S/β-Thalassemia disease 

 
For All Submitters of Newborn Screens, including Hospitals: 

• Demographic information and physician of record should be verified on the 
specimen to ensure that the physician and family can be contacted quickly 
in the situation of a positive screen. 

• The infant must be 24 hours of age at the time the blood spot specimen is 
collected.  If they are less than 24 hours of age specimen will be repeated. 

• Antibiotics (if applicable) need to be documented on the filter paper card 
but will not automatically require a repeat. 

• Fee for initial screen will be increased to $53.50. 
 
Specific to Hospitals: 

• Hospitals are required to have a newborn screening coordinator 
designated with the Department for Public Health Newborn Screening 
Program.  Newborn Nursery nurse managers will be contacted to provide 
information.   

• Hospitals will be required to implement a protocol to assure all newborns 
receive a newborn screening blood test. 

• Hospitals will also be required to provide educational information to 
parents regarding newborn screening.  This information will be available 
on the website and facilities can download a brochure for this purpose 
from the newborn screening website listed above.   

• For information contact Sandy Fawbush at 502-564-3756 Ext 3761 or 
sandy.fawbush@ky.gov 


