

Capital Plaza Hotel
Frankfort, Kentucky

Meeting No. 7
June 26, 2007
Panel Members in Attendance: 

CHFS Secretary Mark D. Birdwhistell, Chair

Dr. Terry Brooks, KY Youth Advocates

State Representative Tom Burch

Kent Ostrander, Family Foundation of KY

Michelle Sanborn, Children’s Alliance

Sky Tanghe, Jefferson County DCBS

Patrick Yewell, Administrative Office of the Courts

State Representative Susan Westrom

Members Absent:

Mr. David Cozart, LexLinc

Undersecretary Tom Emberton, Jr.

State Senator Julie Denton

Dr. Kay Hoffman, UK College of Social Work

Judy Lambeth, Maryhurst

State Representative Darryl Owens

Dr. Terry Singer, U of L School of Social Work

Secretary Birdwhistell called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the April 24, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved.  
DCBS Commissioner Mark Washington provided the Panel with an update on department activities since the last Panel meeting.  Commissioner Washington noted the Standard of Practice (SOP) for Relative Placements has been revised to more clearly identify the guidelines, steps and process for relative placements and clearly states that a relative placement is the first option when children are removed from their home.  Commissioner Washington indicated staff in the Cabinet’s Office of Legal Services (OLS) will begin training DCBS field staff on the process and policies related to the termination of parental rights.  The first training will be conducted in the Salt River Trail Service Region and will continue until all nine regions have received the training.  To promote consistency, the same team of staff from OLS will conduct the trainings across the state.
Marcia James stated the workgroups were developed based on the topics discussed by the Panel over the past several months.  The workgroup session are being facilitated by staff from EKU’s Facilitation Center to provide a structure that will enable the workgroups to maintain their focus and develop recommendations on improvements for consideration by the Panel.  Each of the workgroups will elect a chair and have been assigned a staff person from the Cabinet to assist with logistics, etc.

Secretary Birdwhistell stated he briefly sat in on all three of the workgroup meetings and was impressed with the amount of work already accomplished by the groups.

Workgroup Reports
Transparency Workgroup
Rep. Susan Westrom will serve as the Chair of this workgroup.  Representative Westrom reported the workgroup modified the overall objective of the group to clarify that the group will make recommendations on opening juvenile proceedings related to abuse, neglect and dependency and that the group will be including the opening of court and agency records in their deliberations. The workgroup identified the following key next steps:

· Contact state and national organizations for information;

· Invite additional individuals to participate on the workgroup;

· Engage judges in the deliberations;

· Research case law; and

· Determine if other states have lost federal funding as a result of opening court proceedings and/or court and agency records related to abuse, neglect and dependency cases.

The workgroup’s next meeting will be held in conjunction with the next meeting of the Blue Ribbon Panel on August 22nd.

Policy Workgroup
Alex Blevins of KY CASA will serve as Chair of the workgroup.  Mr. Blevins reported the workgroup reviewed the legislation filed during the 2007 session.  The workgroup identified the following key next steps:
· Compile information from other states that have enacted a voluntary paternity registry and review text of original bill from 2007 session;

· Determine how/if/by whom parents are being educated; and

· Invite a parental attorney to the next workgroup meeting.

The workgroup’s next meeting will be held on July 24th from 9:30 to 12:00 in Frankfort.
GAL/CAC Workgroup

Gwen Pinson, Esq., Finance Cabinet, will serve as Chair of the workgroup.  Ms. Pinson reported the workgroup discussed legislation filed during the 2007 session and the steps needed to ensure passage of any legislation proposed in the 2008 session.  The workgroup identified the following key next steps:
· Compile practice guidelines;
· Obtain information on current GAL/CAC training;

· Locate information on the GAL pilot project conducted in Jefferson County;

· Obtain information on legal specialities;

· Conduct a survey of GALs/CACs;

· Obtain the number of TPRs appealed from 2000 to present; and

· Determine the amount of money paid to GALs/CACs from 2000 to present.

The workgroup scheduled its next meeting for August 24th from 1:00 to 4:00 in Frankfort.

The complete meeting notes from each of the workgroups are included as Attachment A to these minutes. 

Members of the audience indicated they did not believe the workgroups were addressing all of the key issues.  Secretary Birdwhistell requested the individuals submit their concerns in writing to him for review and necessary action.

Secretary Birdwhistell complimented the workgroups on their accomplishments. The Secretary noted that the workgroups need to have recommendations completed by October to allow time to compile the information for the 2008 session of the General Assembly.  The Secretary indicated that the meeting dates for the remainder of the calendar year had been selected to guide the progress and workgroup reports would be a standing agenda item for each of the meetings.  The remaining meeting dates for 2007 are:
· Wednedsay, August 22nd
· Tuesday, October 23rd
· Tuesday, December 11th
The Secretary directed Cabinet staff develop a website for the Blue Ribbon Panel that would enable the Panel members and the workgroups to share information electronically.
Secretary Birdwhistell closed the meeting by stating the Panel and its workgroups had created a forum to permit all stakeholders to assist in the development of public policy and appreciated the commitment of everyone involved.
Adjournment

Kentucky Cabinet for Health & Family Services
Department for Community Based Services
“Blue Ribbon Panel on Adoption”

Workgroup Meeting Notes
June 26, 2007

Facilitation Services Provided by the Facilitation Center at EKU 
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Transparency Workgroup
Workgroup Participants 
Dr. Terry Brooks, Dianna McClure, David Richart, Representative Susan Westrom, Mona Womack, Patrick Yewell 

Elected Chairperson 
Representative Susan Westrom 

Key Next Steps Future Key Next Steps 
	Key Next Step 
	Who’ll Lead 
	Who’ll Assist 
	Completion Date 

	1. Contact organizations for transparency information See Appendix A 
	
	
	Workgroup participants will send  information to Marcia James by August 1st Marcia James will compile the information and return to the workgroup participants by August 3rd 

	2. Draft a letter to: A. invite other members B. send information to judges See Appendix B 
	Marcia James 
	A. Representative Susan Westrom B. Patrick Yewell 
	ASAP 

	3. Double-check the workgroup membership 
	Marcia James 
	
	ASAP 

	4. Research the case law 
	Mona Womack 
	
	August 22nd 

	5. Determine whether other states have lost grant funding (CAPTA) 
	Mona Womack 
	
	August 22nd 


Future Key Next Steps

	Future Key Next Step 
	Who’ll Lead 
	Who’ll Assist 
	Completion Date 

	1. Create a survey 
	
	
	

	2. Invite speakers to future meetings 
	
	
	


New Workgroup Members to Invite 
The facilitator asked the group to identify people that should be invited to join the workgroup.  Their recommendations are as follows: 
· Judge Larry Thompson 

· Justice Mary Noble 

· Kentucky Domestic Violence Association 

Parent advocate 

o Women in Transition 

· Representative Kathy Stein 

· Senator Stivers 

If not a member already, the following people should be invited to join the workgroup: 
· Judge Bruce Petrie 

· Judge Patricia Walker-Fitzgerald 

Issues 
Workgroup participants modified the overall objective of the group. Words denoted in bold are additions the participants would like to add. 
The group’s overall objective is to address the complex issues surrounding opening juvenile child abuse, neglect, and dependency proceedings, court and agency records, to the public. 
Other issues related to transparency include: 
· Are records of abused and neglected children who die included in open records? 

· Identify persons for which proceedings are open in Kentucky (potential CAPTA violation) 

· Legislation or Supreme Court 

· Proceedings / Court and Agency Records 

· Standards of Practice for Journalists 

Transparency Appendix A: Contact Organizations for Transparency Information

Workgroup participants were asked to consider the impact of opening juvenile court proceedings by listing pros and cons. 
The participants came to an agreement that more research was needed around transparency before a list of pros and cons could be provided. 
Workgroup participants volunteered to contact the following organization(s) for more information: 
1. Dr. Terry Brooks 
· Children’s Defense Fund 

· Voices for America’s Children 

2. Dianna McClure 
National Conference of State Legislatures 

3. Dr. Terry Singer 
· Annie Casey Foundation 

· Social Worker’s Perspective 

4. Commissioner Mark Washington 
Peers of the Commissioner 

5. Representative Susan Westrom 
Council of State Governments 

6. Patrick Yewell 
· American Bar Association 

· Kentucky Bar Association 

· National Center for State Courts 

· National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 

Workgroup participants will ask the organization(s) for the following information: 
· Similar research, studies, etc. around transparency 

· Study for effects in field and legislation 

· Transparency practices for other states 

· What has worked and changes they would make regarding transparency 

Transparency Appendix B: Draft a letter

The Kentucky Cabinet for Health & Family Services (Marcia James) will draft a letter introducing the Blue Ribbon Panel on Adoption Workgroup Meetings. The recommended components of the letter are as follows: 
Introductory Letter 
· Background 

· Topic, etc 

· Issues 

· Meeting schedule 

· Invitation to attend meetings 

Representative Susan Westrom will send the letter out to “Workgroup Members to Invite”. 
Patrick Yewell will send a modified version of the letter – without meeting schedule and invitation to attend meetings – to judges. 
Policy Workgroup
Workgroup Participants

Kathy Adams 

Alex Blevins DeeAnn Mansfield 

Kent Ostrander Michelle Sanborn 

Angela Schroeder 

Virginia Sturgeon Sky Tanghe 

Pat Wilson 

Elected Chairperson 
Alex Blevins 

Legislation to Review 
Legislation referenced below can be viewed in Policy Appendix A of this report 
1.
Legislation on court-appointed counsel for biological parents  

Specific elements of this legislation chosen to be part of the purview of this workgroup include: 
•
Parent education (pp.3, para. 2; pp. 5, para. 5) 

o
What is the current policy, and what happens in practice? 

· CASA (pp. 4, line 24) 

•
Visitation in TPR (pp. 9, para. 4) 

o
What is current policy and practice, and how does this differ in counties with vs. those without family courts? 

o
What is current judicial policy, what is current Cabinet policy, and how do these differ? 

1 Legislation on training for judges 

2 Legislation on voluntary paternity registry 

Other Topics to Consider in the Future 
· Parental visitation (not TPR) 

· Relative placement 

Research Questions – Legislation 
1 Is this being done in other states? What is being done? 

2 What additional materials would help this workgroup? 

3 What elements of this legislation are the other workgroups working on? 

4 What is currently in practice vs. what is in legislation? 

5 Who was opposed to the 2007 legislation? 

6 Why was there opposition? 

Key Next Steps 
	Key Next Step 
	Who’ll Lead 
	Who’ll Assist 
	Completion Date 

	1. Be familiar with relevant documentation regarding proposed legislation 
	Alex Blevins will obtain documents 
	Marcia James AOC Contact 
	ASAP 

	2. Obtain bill for voluntary paternity registry 
	Kathy Adams 
	
	June 29th 

	3. Determine who was opposed to the 2007 legislation and why 
	DeeAnn Mansfield 
	
	July 6th 

	4. Make materials from other states available (Specifically regarding voluntary paternity registries) 
	Virginia Sturgeon 
	
	Presentation at next meeting 

	5. Determine how/if/by whom parents are being educated (DCBS and Judicial) 
	Kathy Adams (DCBS) Alex Blevins (Judicial) 
	
	Presentation at next meeting 

	6. Invite parental attorney to next meeting 
	Kathy Adams 
	
	


	7. Next interim meeting 
	
	
	July 24th 9:30 am Frankfort, KY (Location TBA) 


Policy Appendix A: BRP on Adoption Policy Workgroup Handout #3
AN ACT relating to children in the custody of the state.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 199.502 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Notwithstanding the provisions of KRS 199.500(1), an adoption may be granted without the consent of the biological living parents of a child if it is pleaded and proved as part of the adoption proceeding that any of the following conditions exist with respect to the child:

(a)
That the parent has abandoned the child for a period of not less than ninety (90) days;

(b)
That the parent had inflicted or allowed to be inflicted upon the child, by other than accidental means, serious physical injury;

(c)
That the parent has continuously or repeatedly inflicted or allowed to be inflicted upon the child, by other than accidental means, physical injury or emotional harm;

(d)
That the parent has been convicted of a felony that involved the infliction of serious physical injury to a child named in the present adoption proceeding;

(e)
That the parent, for a period of not less than six (6) months, has continuously or repeatedly failed or refused to provide or has been substantially incapable of providing essential parental care and protection for the child, and that there is no reasonable expectation of improvement in parental care and protection, considering the age of the child;

(f)
That the parent has caused or allowed the child to be sexually abused or exploited;

(g)
That the parent, for reasons other than poverty alone, has continuously or repeatedly failed to provide or is incapable of providing essential food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or education reasonably necessary and available for the child's well-being and that there is no reasonable expectation of significant improvement in the parent's conduct in the immediately foreseeable future, considering the age of the child;

(h)
That:

1.
The parent's parental rights to another child have been involuntarily terminated;

2.
The child named in the present adoption proceeding was born subsequent to or during the pendency of the previous termination; and

3.
The condition or factor which was the basis for the previous termination finding has not been corrected; or

(i)
That the parent has been convicted in a criminal proceeding of having caused or contributed to the death of another child as a result of physical or sexual abuse or neglect.

(2)
The court shall appoint separate counsel for the parent who exercises custodial control or supervision of the child to be adopted and for the parent who does not exercise custodial control or supervision of the child, if known, if the court has determined by written findings that the parent is an indigent person pursuant to KRS Chapter 31. The fee for counsel for a parent shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500) and shall be paid by the petitioner. The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, of the order appointing counsel for the parent.

(3)
Upon the conclusion of proof and argument of counsel, the Circuit Court shall enter findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a decision either:

(a)
Granting the adoption without the biological parent's consent; or

(b)
Dismissing the adoption petition, and stating whether the child shall be returned to the biological parent or the child's custody granted to the state, another agency, or the petitioner.
Section 2.   KRS 620.080 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Unless waived by the child and his parent or other person exercising custodial control or supervision, a temporary removal hearing shall be held:

(a)
Within seventy-two (72) hours, excluding weekends and holidays, of the time when an emergency custody order is issued or when a child is taken into custody without the consent of his parent or other person exercising custodial control or supervision; and

(b)
In cases commenced by the filing of a petition, within ten (10) days of the date of filing.


If the time frame is waived by the parent, the temporary hearing shall be held no later than five (5) working days after the dates required in this subsection.
(2)
Prior to the commencement of a temporary removal hearing, the court shall verbally and with written materials describe to the parent or parents or other person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child the procedures of the juvenile or family court from a temporary removal hearing to termination of parental rights. The description shall be designed to help the parent or parents or other person exercising custodial control or supervision understand the nature and importance of each juvenile or family court hearing and what is expected from all parties as the case moves through the juvenile or family court system. The written materials shall be developed by collaboration between the Administrative Office of the Courts and the department and shall be distributed to all juvenile and family court judges by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 

(3)
Prior to the temporary removal hearing:

(a)
The court shall appoint counsel for the child who shall act as a guardian ad litem to represent the best interests of the child and who may communicate the child's wishes to the court. The guardian ad litem shall be paid by the Finance and Administration Cabinet a fee fixed by the court not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500); however, if the action has final disposition in the District or Family Court, the fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250), which shall include representation, if necessary, pursuant to Section 3 of this Act;

(b)
The court shall appoint separate counsel for the parent or parents, or other person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child, if the court determines by written findings that the parent is an indigent pursuant to KRS Chapter 31. Appointed counsel shall be paid by the Finance and Administration Cabinet a fee fixed by the court not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500); however, if the action has final disposition in the District or Family Court, the fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) which shall include representation if necessary pursuant to Section 3 of this Act; and


(c)
The court may, in the interests of justice:

1.
Appoint separate counsel for a nonparent who exercises custodial control or supervision of the child if court determines by written findings that the person is an indigent person pursuant to KRS Chapter 31. The counsel shall be paid by the Finance and Administration Cabinet a fee fixed by the court not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500); however, if the action has final disposition in the District or Family Court, the fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) which shall include representation if necessary pursuant to Section 3 of this Act; and

2.
Appoint a court-appointed special advocate volunteer to represent the best interests of the child pursuant to KRS 620.500 to KRS 620.550.

The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, of all orders appointing counsel and a court-appointed special advocate.
(4)
At a temporary removal hearing, the court shall determine whether there are reasonable grounds to believe that the child would be dependent, neglected or abused if returned to or left in the custody of his parent or other person exercising custodial control or supervision even though it is not proved conclusively who has perpetrated the dependency, neglect or abuse. For good cause, the court may allow hearsay evidence. The Commonwealth shall bear the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence and if the Commonwealth should fail to establish same, the child shall be released to or retained in the custody of his parent or other person exercising custodial control or supervision.

(5)
If the court determines that further proceedings are required, the court shall advise the child and his or her parent or parents, or other person exercising custodial control or supervision, that each has a right to not incriminate themselves, a right to a full adjudicatory hearing where all witnesses may be confronted and cross-examined, that evidence may be presented on their own behalf, and that each has a right to an appeal.
Section 3.   KRS 620.100 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
If the court determines, as a result of a temporary removal hearing, that a full adjudicatory proceeding is[further proceedings are] required, the court shall advise the child and his parent or other person exercising custodial control or supervision of their right to appointment of separate counsel:

(a)
The court shall appoint counsel for the child to be paid for by the Finance and Administration Cabinet.[ The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, of the order appointing counsel.] The fee to be fixed by the court shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500); however, if the action has final disposition in the District or Family Court, the fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250);

(b)
The court shall appoint separate counsel for the parent who exercises custodial control or supervision if the parent is unable to afford counsel pursuant to KRS Chapter 31.[ The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, of the order appointing counsel.] The parent's counsel shall be provided or paid for by the Finance and Administration Cabinet. The fee to be fixed by the court shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500); however, if the action has final disposition in the District or Family Court, the fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250);

(c)
The court may, in the interest of justice, appoint separate counsel for a nonparent who exercises custodial control or supervision of the child, if the person is unable to afford counsel, pursuant to KRS Chapter 31.[ The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, of the order appointing counsel.] Counsel for the person shall be provided or paid for by the Finance and Administration Cabinet. The fee to be fixed by the court shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500); however, if the action has final disposition in the District or Family Court, the fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250); and

(d)
The court may, in the interest of justice, appoint a court-appointed special advocate volunteer to represent the best interests of the child pursuant to KRS 620.500 to 620.550.[ The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the cabinet, of the order appointing the court-appointed special advocate volunteer.]

For appointments under this subsection, the court shall consider appointing the same counsel for the adjudicatory hearing as was appointed for the temporary removal hearing. The clerk of the court shall arrange for service on all parties, including the local representative of the department, of all orders appointing counsel or a court-appointed special advocate volunteer.
(2)
Prior to the commencement of an adjudicatory hearing[If the court determines that further proceedings are required], the court also shall advise the child and his parent or other person exercising custodial control or supervision that they have a right to not incriminate themselves,[ and] a right to[ a full adjudicatory hearing at which they may] confront and cross-examine all adverse witnesses, a right to present evidence on their own behalf, and a right to an appeal.

(3)
The adjudication shall determine the truth or falsity of the allegations in the complaint. The burden of proof shall be upon the complainant, and a determination of dependency, neglect, and abuse shall be made by a preponderance of the evidence. The Kentucky Rules of Civil Procedure shall apply.

(4)
The disposition shall determine the action to be taken by the court on behalf of the child and his or her parent or parents or other person exercising custodial control or supervision.
Section 4.   KRS 625.041 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The parties to an action for voluntary termination of parental rights shall be both biological parents, if known, and if the parental rights of either parent have not previously been terminated. The presence of the parent seeking termination, whose presence is not required if represented by counsel for the parent when an appearance-waiver and consent-to-adopt form is filed with the court, but the court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to represent the best interest of the child.

(2)
The guardian ad litem shall be paid a fee to be fixed by the court, not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500), to be paid by the petitioner, except if the Cabinet for Health and Family Services receives custody of the child, the guardian ad litem shall be paid by the Finance and Administration Cabinet.

(3)
The parent may sign an appearance-waiver and consent-to-adopt form when the parent chooses not to attend a voluntary termination of parental rights proceedings. This form, prescribed by the Administrative Office of the Courts, shall:

(a)
Contain a statement of acknowledgment and agreement, regarding the appearance at the proceeding, signed by the parent, counsel for the parent, and the cabinet. If the parent is a minor, the form shall also be signed by the guardian of the minor parent;

(b)
Contain the parent's notarized signature;

(c)
Contain any address to which the parent requests the final judgment be served.

(4)
If a joint petition is filed, counsel shall be designated as attorney for both parties.

Section 5.   KRS 625.080 is amended to read as follows:

In any involuntary action for termination of parental rights:

(1)
The Circuit Court shall conduct a private hearing. An official stenographic or mechanical record shall be made of the proceedings and retained for a period of five (5) years. The court shall make findings of fact and conclusions of law, which may be made on the record, to support its judgment;

(2)
Any child to whom an involuntary action directly relates shall be made a party to the action and a guardian ad litem shall be appointed to represent the best interests of the child. The person appointed as a guardian ad litem shall be paid a fee not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500), to be paid by the Finance and Administration Cabinet when the cabinet is the proposed custodian. When the cabinet is not the proposed custodian, the court may order the cost to be paid by the proposed adoptive parent, parents, agency, or the petitioner. Upon motion of any party, the child may be permitted to be present during the proceedings and to testify if the court finds such to be in the best interests of the child. In its discretion, the Circuit Court may interview the child in private, but a record of the interview shall be made, which, in the discretion of the court, may be sealed to be used only by an appellate court;

(3)
The parents have the right to legal representation in involuntary termination actions. The Circuit Court shall determine if the parent is indigent and, therefore, entitled to counsel pursuant to KRS Chapter 31. If the Circuit Court so finds, the Circuit Court shall inform the parent; and, upon request, if it appears reasonably necessary in the interest of justice, the Circuit Court shall appoint an attorney to represent the parent pursuant to KRS Chapter 31 to be provided or paid for by the Finance and Administration Cabinet a fee to be set by the court and not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500);

(4)
If the parent is currently authorized to visit with the child, the court may continue to permit the parent to visit the child pending the final hearing unless it finds that visitation would not be in the best interest of the child. The court may order additional requirements relating to the visitation arrangements during the pendency of the termination of parental rights hearing.
(5)
The hearing under this chapter shall be held within sixty (60) days of the motion by a party or the guardian ad litem for a trial date.

Section 6.   KRS 625.110 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any order for the involuntary termination of parental rights shall be conclusive and binding on all parties, except that an appeal may be taken from a judgment or order of the Circuit Court involuntarily terminating parental rights in accordance with the Kentucky Rules of Civil Procedure.

(2)
A parent who contested an involuntary termination of parental rights action under this chapter who chooses to file an appeal of right to the Court of Appeals has the right to legal representation in the appeal. If the circuit court determined the parent was indigent and entitled to court-appointed counsel pursuant to KRS Chapter 31 for the termination of parental rights proceedings, the appellate court shall appoint counsel for the parent pursuant to KRS Chapter 31. The counsel for the parent shall be paid by the Finance and Administration Cabinet a fee fixed by the appellate court not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500).

SECTION 7.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 45 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Finance and Administration Cabinet shall authorize payment to an attorney appointed as counsel for an indigent individual or appointed as a guardian ad litem under KRS Chapter 620 or 625 if the cabinet has documentation that the appointed attorney requesting payment has participated in specialized training or continuing legal education that includes information on representing children in courts, the child welfare system, domestic relations, or other topics approved by the cabinet. The cabinet may promulgate an administrative regulation pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to implement the requirements of this section.

Guardian Ad Litem & 
Court Appointed Counsel
Workgroup
Workgroup Participants
Representative Tom Burch, Robert Clayton, Robin Cornette, Jim Grace, Gwen Pinson, Rich Seckle, Murray Wood 

Elected Chairperson 
Gwen Pinson 

Key Next Steps What research does the workgroup need accomplished by its next meeting? 
	Key Next Step 
	Who’ll Lead 
	Who’ll Assist 
	Completion Date 

	1. AOC process Tiered payment fee Funding 
	Gwen Pinson Robin Cornette 
	Sarah Dent 
	August 1st 

	2. Practice guidelines All parties 
	Jim Grace 
	Murray Wood 
	August 22nd 

	3. GAL / CAC training 
	Jim Grace 
	
	August 22nd 

	4. GAL pilot project Jefferson 
	Rich Seckle
	Gwen Pinson 
	August 1st 

	5. Legal specialties 
	Murray Wood 
	
	August 22nd 

	6. Step-by-step survey of GAL / CAC 
	Robin Cornette 
	Gwen Pinson 
	August 22nd 

	7. Number of TPR’s appealed 
	Jim Grace 
	
	August 22nd 

	8. Money paid 2000 to present 
	Gwen Pinson 
	
	August 22nd 

	8. Next interim meeting 
	
	
	July 24th 1:00 pm Frankfort, KY (Location TBA) 


· Consideration of expenses for Guardian Ad Litem / Court Appointed Counsel 

· How many states have a certain process in place? 

· Prior GAL service 

What steps need to be taken by this workgroup to ensure the passing of recommended legislation during the 2008 Legislative Session? 
� Briefings with leadership 

� Buy-in 

� o Administration 

� o AOC 

� o Attorneys 

� o Cabinet 

� o Judges 

· Determine who’s Bill it is 

� Draft legislation in September / October 

� o 1 person per group 

· Funding source 

· Getting legislation passed 

· Have a budget amendment ready 

· Have a different approach ready 

· Is it stand-alone or a bigger package? 

· Performance-based contract model / evaluation component 

New Workgroup Members to Invite 
The facilitator asked the group to identify people that should be invited to join the workgroup. Their recommendations are as follows: 
· Children’s Law Center – Tandy 

· GAL Attorney 

· Judge Bruce Petrie 

· Judge Keller 

· Legal Services 

· Louise Graham 

· Rural Attorney 

Issues 
· Are attorneys being ethical with payment of job cases – accountability? 

· Non-custodial parent / caretaker entitled attorney 

Cabinet for Health and Family Services 
Blue Ribbon Panel on Adoption June 26, 2007 
The Capital Plaza Hotel Frankfort, KY 
Meeting Objectives: 
� Organizational meetings for workgroups 

� o Select chairperson 

� o Assign initial research tasks 

� o Establish workgroup meeting schedule 

· Establish timeframes & goals for development of legislation for the 2008 General Assembly 

1:00 PM – 2:45 PM 
Blue Ribbon Panel Workgroup Organizational Meetings
Transparency Workgroup – Glass RoomGAL / CAC Workgroup – Kentucky IPolicy Workgroup – Kentucky II

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
Blue Ribbon Panel on Adoption
Ballroom III
AGENDA 
3:00 PM Convene Blue Ribbon Panel Secretary Birdwhistell 

Approval of April 24th minutes 

3:10 PM Old Business: 
· Update from April meeting Commissioner Washington 

· Workgroup Structure Marcia James 

New Business: 
3:15 PM Transparency Workgroup Report Workgroup Chair 

3:25 PM Policy Workgroup Report Workgroup Chair 

3:35 PM GAL / CAC Workgroup Report Workgroup Chair 

3:45 PM Future Meeting Dates Secretary Birdwhistell 

· Tuesday, August 22nd 
· Tuesday, October 23rd 
· Tuesday, December 11th 
3:50 PM Closing Comments Secretary Birdwhistell 

4:00 PM Adjournment 
