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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Time: XX:XX a.m./p.m.
Preparedness Plans Ready for Possible Bird Flu Pandemic
(XXX, Ky.  – Month, day, 200X) ( The Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) has plans in place in case of a bird flu pandemic. The plan includes steps to limit the spread of bird flu and to ensure basic services are available. 
“The public can rest assured that we have a plan to limit the impact of bird flu on our state,” said XXX [insert name of health official and title]. “Our goal is to protect the health of all Kentuckians.”
Flu pandemics occur when a new type of flu virus spreads worldwide among people who have no resistance to it. The virus must spread easily from person-to-person to cause a pandemic. At present, bird flu spreads easily among birds but not humans. Cases of bird flu in humans have been associated with close contact with infected birds. 

“Pandemics are different from common flu outbreaks,” said XXX [insert name and title]. “Common flu is caused by viruses that already exist among people. Pandemics are caused by new viruses that people have no resistance to.”
Past flu pandemics have led to widespread illness, death, and disruption of daily life. Three flu pandemics have occurred in the last 100 years: “Spanish flu” in 1918, “Asian flu” in 1957, and “Hong Kong flu” in 1968. Each pandemic spread quickly around the world.
“Kentuckians should protect themselves from bird flu just as they would from colds and the common flu,” said XXX [insert name and title]. “They should use good hygiene such as covering their cough or sneeze and washing hands often.”
The Kentucky pandemic flu plan is available online at: 
http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/epi/preparedness/pandemicinfluenza.htm.
For more information about avian flu, visit: 

· http://panflu.chfs.ky.gov
· http://www.pandemicflu.gov
· http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/index.htm
-30-















[image: image2.jpg]Kentuckiy™

UNBRIDLED SPIRIT ™






