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              Medicaid impact 

Contrary to popular belief, suboxone use in 
Medicaid may not be a major problem.  
However, statewide suboxone use may be a 
significant problem.   

 
We pulled data on ALL suboxone scripts issued 
in January, July, and December of 2013 to 
frame the current utilization.  The results are as 
follows… 
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                      Facts from our initial search… 

• 290 physicians wrote scripts for suboxone 
• 81 physicians wrote 80% of the scripts 
• 81 physicians treated 75% of the members 
• Jan 6025 rx 3442 members 
• Jul 4858 rx 2965 members 
• Dec 5849 rx 3378 members 
• 3-month unduplicated members 6730 (68.7% 

of members) compared to total 9785 
• Less than 1% of medicaid members get a 

suboxone script 
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            Top 20 Pharmacies 
54000500 FAMILY PHARMACY OF JACKSON 1197 22 54.4 1 

54010939 KING PHARMACY INC 560 60 9.3 2 

54000179 JAMES MEDICAL PHARMACY 453 12 37.8 3 

7100175180 LOUISA DRUG STORE 388 9 43.1 4 

54005780 PRATER DRUG INC 343 14 24.5 5 

54002928 VALUE MED INC 318 36 8.8 6 

54005095 GOOD NEIGHBOR PHARMACY 304 69 4.4 7 

54021365 KENTUCKY CVS PHARMACY LLC DBA CVS PHARMACY #6341 292 58 5.0 8 

54013784 H & N DRUGS INC 287 55 5.2 9 

54021381 KENTUCKY CVS PHARMACY LLC DBA CVS PHARMACY #6347 285 38 7.5 10 

54017652 RITE AID PHARM #1212 250 23 10.9 11 

7100150120 SAV-RITE FAMILY PHARMACY 241 75 3.2 12 

7100120850 MED MART PHARMACY 226 37 6.1 13 

7100074100 HOMETOWN PHARMACY OF MANCHESTER LLC 214 68 3.1 14 

54010442 RITE VALUE PHM 199 19 10.5 15 

54030473 FRENCHBURG PHARMACY 187 4 46.8 16 

54018437 HOLBROOK DRUG 173 14 12.4 17 

7100060830 WALGREENS 11884 166 60 2.8 18 

54022298 RITE AID PHARM #1755 163 33 4.9 19 

54011002 KNOTT PRESCRIPTION  CENTER 161 20 8.1 20 
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Note: the top pharmacies are NOT the 
big box chains…Hmmmm  



592 pharmacies filled 100% of the scripts 
The top 20% (118 pharmacies) filled 79% of the 
drugs 
The top 7% (41 pharmacies) filled 55% of the 
drugs 
The top 3% (20 pharmacies) filled 37% of the 
drugs 

 
So, there is a clustering of the dispensing 
pharmacies…Hmmmm 
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Top 20 Providers 

6 

Prescribing 
Provider 
Medicaid 
Number 

Prescribing Provider 
Name 

Prescribing Provider Type 
Code & Desc 

Prescribing Provider Primary 
Specialty 

3-Month  
Memb 
Cnt 

3-Month 
RX per 
Memb 

% of 3-
Month 
RX Total 

Stack 
Rank 3-
Month 
RX Total 

64204142 
BURNETTE, GEORGE 
E 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 395 2.2 5.1% 1 

64990369 EDENS JR, CURTIS D 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 213 3.2 4.1% 2 

64261076 NUGENT, THOMAS E 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 241 2.6 3.7% 3 

7100070940 JOHNSON, AARON W 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 228 1.9 2.6% 4 

64023435 REED, ROI O 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 194 2.2 2.5% 5 

7100130080 ARNOLD, JAMES T 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 189 2.1 2.3% 6 

7100044960 BOWMAN, KENNY L 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 150 2.3 2.1% 7 

64055361 KASSIS, TAUFIK 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 136 2.4 1.9% 8 

64244205 MERCED, PABLO 64 - Physician Individual 316 - Family Practitioner 187 1.6 1.8% 9 

7100171000 BRADLEY, MACON S 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 159 1.6 1.6% 10 

64078371 WEIDLER, DONALD J 64 - Physician Individual 322 - Internist 98 2.7 1.6% 11 

64173701 SHIPP, ROBERT S 64 - Physician Individual 
328 - 
Obstetrician/Gynecologist 90 2.7 1.4% 12 

7100177400 SMITH, III, PAUL E 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 112 2.1 1.4% 13 

64108145 ALZADON, JOSE W 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 89 2.5 1.3% 14 

7100131280 LARSON, STUART 64 - Physician Individual 339 - Psychiatrist 112 1.8 1.2% 15 

64158645 FOLEY JR, WILLIAM S 64 - Physician Individual 
336 - Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Practitioner 135 1.4 1.2% 16 

64297740 KENDRICK, JACK 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 111 1.7 1.1% 17 

7100016710 TRAN, TUYEN T 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 155 1.2 1.1% 18 

7100191270 THOMAS, MATTHEW S 64 - Physician Individual 316 - Family Practitioner 90 2.0 1.1% 19 

7100025870 
DURHAM, 
CHRISTOPHER Q 64 - Physician Individual 318 - General Practitioner 116 1.5 1.1% 20 

Over 300 members would signal a DEA 
audit. 



                           Next, we ran data on top 10 docs 

• Top 10 docs 
• 1310 Medicaid members 
• 18,851 prescriptions (one NDC code) 
• 436,414 pills 
• $3,177,479 drug spend 
• 23 pills/script 
• $168.56/script 
• $7.28/pill 
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1310 Medicaid members 
• 17% (220 members) had another opioid prescription 

in addition to suboxone (e.g. Percocet, 
Hydrocodone, Ativan, Klonopin, etc) 

• 1310 had total health care spend of $13,640,918 
• 40% of total spend was on drugs (of which 75.5% 

was narcotics) 
• 21.2% independent labs 
• 12% In-patient hospital 
• 9.6% Out-patient hospital 
• 4% physician office 
• 2% CMHC 
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                 Top 10 providers                 

How many members were from the county in 
which the provider is located?  Do we have a 
suboxone health care commute pattern? 
• Breathitt 47.6% 
• Lawrence 32.6% 
• Menifee 26.7% 
• Breathitt 26.5% 
• Russell 4.7% 
• Breathitt 4.0% 
• Breathitt 0.2% 
• Clark, Estill, Washington 0.0% 

• 85% of customers from another county! 
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                     Top 10 providers 

• One other interesting finding… 
• We ran the Medicaid data by county and all 

counties had an average number of 
dispensed pill quantity per script of 23.  
Madison county is #1 at 54 pills/script 
more than twice the state average. Whitley 
is #2 at 35, and Floyd is #3 at 32.  Fayette is 
16/script. 

• I wonder if this correlates with county income 
levels?..Hmmmm   
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Bottom line 

The problem is what we DON’T KNOW.  Cash 
transactions outside of Medicaid, charging for 
services NOT covered by Medicaid, providers 
that are not contracted by Medicaid, and 
serving patients beyond the 100 per provider 
maximum are all examples of what we don’t 
know. 
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                 Solution partners 

• FDA 
• DEA 
• OIG 
• Health Policy 
• PBM Policy & prior authorization 
• MCO Policy & prior authorization\ 
• Regulations 
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KASPER 
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                    2013 ALL Medicaid 

• 99,319 total scripts (all opioids) 23.3% of 
KASPER scripts and about 20% of population 

• $20,420,534 total spend 
• $205.61/script 
• 19,267 members (2-3% of Medicaid 

population) 
• $1,059/utilizing member 
• 538 prescribers (doctors) 
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KASPER 

15 



KASPER 

16 



KASPER 

17 



KASPER 
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Drugs pulled in Medicaid data 
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Detail NDC Code Detail NDC Desc RX Count Total Paid 

00054017613 BUPRENORPHINE HCL 92  $            8,295.60  

00054017713 BUPRENORPHINE HCL 9421  $     1,333,168.10  

00093537856 BUPRENORPHINE HCL 19  $               842.35  

00093537956 BUPRENORPHINE HCL 230  $          41,213.92  

  BUPRENORPHINE HCL Total 9762  $     1,383,519.97  

00228315403 BUPRENORPHINE-NALOXONE 9  $               522.24  

00228315503 BUPRENORPHINE-NALOXONE 7741  $        955,759.73  

  BUPRENORPHINE-NALOXONE Total 7750  $        956,281.97  

00406117001 NALTREXONE HCL 30  $            1,951.54  

00406117003 NALTREXONE HCL 99  $            6,563.95  

  NALTREXONE HCL Total 129  $            8,515.49  

00409178269 NALOXONE HCL 1  $                    2.25  

  NALOXONE HCL Total 1  $                    2.25  

00555090201 NALTREXONE HCL 209  $          13,843.10  

00555090202 NALTREXONE HCL 42  $            1,730.21  

  NALTREXONE HCL Total 251  $          15,573.31  

12496120203 SUBOXONE 242  $          20,388.70  

12496120403 SUBOXONE 50  $          10,065.85  

12496120801 SUBOXONE 84  $          12,867.61  

12496120803 SUBOXONE 66698  $  16,172,450.45  

12496121203 SUBOXONE 269  $          55,189.21  

12496128302 SUBOXONE 9  $               420.67  

12496130602 SUBOXONE 739  $        305,079.49  

  SUBOXONE Total 68091  $  16,576,461.98  

16729008101 NALTREXONE HCL 17  $            1,101.26  

16729008110 NALTREXONE HCL 109  $            7,168.13  

47335032683 NALTREXONE HCL 139  $            9,943.13  

47335032688 NALTREXONE HCL 73  $            5,020.67  

  NALTREXONE HCL Total 338  $          23,233.19  

50383092493 BUPRENORPHINE HCL 28  $            3,650.01  

50383093093 BUPRENORPHINE HCL 1083  $        134,582.30  

  BUPRENORPHINE HCL Total 1111  $        138,232.31  

54123095730 ZUBSOLV 4  $               466.64  

  ZUBSOLV Total 4  $               466.64  

65162041503 BUPRENORPHINE-NALOXONE 11804  $     1,267,506.07  

65162041603 BUPRENORPHINE-NALOXONE 34  $            1,657.78  

  BUPRENORPHINE-NALOXONE Total 11838  $     1,269,163.85  

65757030001 VIVITROL 43  $          48,975.85  

  VIVITROL Total 43  $          48,975.85  

68084029121 NALTREXONE HCL 1  $               107.36  

NALTREXONE HCL Total 1  $               107.36  

Grand Total 99319  $  20,420,534.17  


