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Other MCH Topics

Other MCH Topics
During the spring of 2009, the Kentucky Department for Public Health conducted community forums throughout the State of Kentucky. There were some topics that were discussed in small groups in only one site and these were vision, women’s health, injury prevention, language access and general maternal and child health. Vision was selected as a topic in Somerset. In Lexington 3 other topics were selected: women’s health, language access and injury prevention. General maternal and child health was discussed in Maysville. Qualitative analysis of the data was performed to identify major issues in each topic. The following fact sheet contains information that was obtained from the forum participants as it pertains to this topic.

General Maternal and Child Health

This topic consisted of discussion about dental health, educating parents, access to health care and marketing the existing programs. The participants expressed a need for dental health screening and education of both children and their parents. They wanted health care coverage for all disregarding the income level. The current services available at the health department were quoted as excellent. The recommendations to address this issue included: increased social marketing and dental screening of children. The social marketing needs to be done widely and at different venues such as school programs, grocery store bags, brochures in appropriate locations. Suggested action step for dental screening was to have a registered dentist in the health department to provide this service.

Language Access 
This issue emerged as a topic for discussion since the participants felt that Lexington is an ethnocentric community with low tolerance for other cultures. The major issues that came up were access to language translation services and a need for the development of educational materials and resource inventory. Current service that was ranked highest was the availability of an increased number of materials written in Spanish. The participants recommended the development of minimal standards for phone and in-person translation services and provision of training in cultural competency.

Women’s Health 

The main issues that emerged in women’s health were a need to collect data, access to care, need for culturally competent services and a need for social marketing. Data collection was needed to create an evidence base for health inequities that exist in the community. The participants said that if the woman is not pregnant or has young children it is difficult for her to seek health care services. There are logistic barriers that prevent women from seeking care hence the providers need to use the first opportunity they get to provide preventive care such as mammogram to women. There is an imminent need according to the participants to find methods of social marketing about the services available for women. WIC was cited as the best working service available to women. The suggested steps for addressing this issue were increased collaboration between hospitals and health providers, continuous culturally competence skill set training and a way to enhance diversity in workforce.

Injury Prevention 

In Lexington injury prevention was selected as a separate table topic since the participants felt that in their community children were left in hot cars leading to deaths and that they were not placed in car seats. The main issues that emerged were behavior of general population towards injury prevention, lack of legislative support, lack of funds and lack of a data collection process. The service that seems to be working best in the community is the availability of some safety programs such as safe kids and poison prevention program. The recommendations included: put driver's education back in schools as requirement before obtaining license, expand drain entrapment law to private pool owners, and all parents especially new parents should be required to take a mandatory injury prevention practices course

Vision 
Vision was discussed as a separate table topic in Somerset. The main issues included development of policy to comprehensively screen for detection of eye disorders, access to resources and a need for increasing awareness in the community of conditions that are preventable if detected early. Best service available in the community was mandated comprehensive eye exam at age four. The participants recommended a broader implementation of infant see program by distribution of education materials to all prenatal and neonatal health care providers. They wanted that these education materials should be used to provide prenatal education by HANDS program. They also suggested a professional development training program for nurses in the state via video conferencing.







	KentuckyUnbridledSpirit.com
	[image: image2.png]
	An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D


- 2 -

